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FOR THE 


Honour, Happineſs and Proſperity 
O F THE 


Englilh Gentry, 


& 


| And the whole Nation:In the romating it 


Religion and Vertue, andthe Feace 
both of Cyhiirch and/Sate- 


1 


By P. A. Geat, 


Verbum ſat” Skpienti. 


. 
—_— 


LONDON, 


{Printed by John Playford in Little-Brittain, 1 
for Benjamin Tooke, at the aan Un % Paul's 
_Ct : Yard. 1684, Ros NIE l | 
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| Honoured Sir John pts 1 
"\Kr.. one of rhe 5 ar | , 
men of the oF. LY, 

 Londm. [| 


k [2] Y; 7 


Wortliy Siry 
"NOnfidering that good FT honeſt, 
deſigns Tute bf with Good. 
4 men, and are moſt acceptable 
'Y to them, and that they are moſt WOY s 
| thy the countenance and proteFion a | 
perſons in power and authority, T could 
not well propoſe to my ſelf « fitter per- 
ſon to whom I might dedicate the, , © 
enſuins Diſcourſe than Sir . John 
c Moore ; the name of Moore hath 
\ i bren highly honoured heretofore in the. 3 
4 famous Sir Thomas Moore, ſomes. _ 3 


ome Lord” C HAS Rs of 4 


"bis Sacred Majeſty, even-the 
preſsion of Fanatiſciſm and Diſloyalty, 


d State, .by your ſeaſonable . and re- 
Gat late ſteming that Tide, and putting & 
- ſtop to that Impetuons Current, which 
threatened to overwhelm the Nation ; 
whereby you may well be reputed to be in 


but ao the happy inſtrument and means 


,.* the Glory and Happineſs of your anciently 
Renowned City, and one of | the + 
Subjects this' Agt hath pr duced ay 
the” beſt of Bleſrings ever attend -the 
. To Throtte,, Sith" all. the Rigal* « 


that Peſt and Plague of both Church | 


truth, wot only Maleus Fanaticorum, 


of preſervation both of Church andState, 


.——+ ne toe. 


Family, 'F A 


NE. Ep i Ie. Dedu tQ n; j CN: joe "MM | iT 
and, ; I 
hich now you have-made:more lluſtri.. 
ons by your being the Grand Inſtry- 
ment 'in_onie of the: Teſt deJahd ever. 
attemipted-and effeSied in oun days, text. 


ys Mor aculous.and, Happy on Yep C 


3 Family, fo long as the Sun and Moon, 
endnres : And may their Enemies be * 
be ever cloathed with ſhame and conſu- 
fron. Be pleaſed Sir to pardon my 
b gfeat boldneſs im this Dedication, (the 
 &bodneſs of the end muſt plead for the 

unworthineſs of the performance, (and 
with my Prayers for all Health and , 
F. Happineſs to you and yours, ) ſuffer me 
'| to ſubſcribe my ſelf 


Ur 


3 


| Your very Humble 
| Nov. 20th. 


1633. and devoted Servant, 


# 4 
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VOX CLAMANTIS- 


CHAP: E 1 


Of the Nurs and Kinds of Dranken- 


neſs and Exceſs ; and the prevaleni ; 
it in the W, /f Rc, 7. 


as. the happineſs and perfection of 
\man principally conſiſts in'his be- 

' Ing endowed* by-God with' a ra-" 
,'tional Soul; '{&:1r the uſe and ex-- 
erciſe of ithat noble aculty of Reaſon; muſt- 
doubtleſs conſiſt 'his Felicity, and to follow 
the true ant: clear DiCtates thefeof ; and- 


- . therefore-he that makes the greateſt-uſe-of 


Reaſon by:ſober and' ſerious conſideration,' is” 
without doubt moſt like*himſelf, is moſt-a 
man : - From whence it. muſt needs: follow 
therefore, that all ſuch things as prejudice, 


clog ,- or. interrupt the Soul of Man' in the 


Exerciſe and Uſe of his Reaſon ought” (as: 

he renders his own welfare) to be ſhunned 

ant avoided by him',- with all poſlible: _ 
B 


7 _ aili ne, AS al Riot and Exceſs whats 


ſever. _ more Er ES ITY 
pream Wildom, the Divine h. pro- 
hibited the ſame . and under df Dam- 


nation. | 
'Now Gluftony and OY DA al I; 
ceſs whatſoever being fo frequently and ſo 
edbythe holy Ehriftian Do- - 
Qrine,and theContraries thereto,viz.Sobriety, 
Temperance, and Maderatiqn, heing fuch in- 
diſpenſible and neceſlary duties of the _ 


— 


lens Region, of. the ever Viet gn, E 
uit be more : A Giblyy 
le of the utich ane of Ori "I 
in _— Age we live in; th-this refp&t, when 


they that are drunk , are not drunk in = 
right, oply, but inthe fight of the $un. 
how can a man bytRand amazed:to co 
that the-loſtirutions of that. Graud I 
Aabtmet ſhould :bei mare carefully. andagattly 
obſerved. and. followed: by tis Biſciples and 
Followers, in abſttmetiee from Wine, than the, 
holy Glittſtian Laws and Inftitutes? 1, -:!; 

Whatican it be Jeſs than-the gteoiet re- 
proach imaginable [tg s Chriftzags, hat this 
Swimſh fin ſhould: be-gtice named.;afneng vs ? 
Much more when.@4 isi grown t0:r4bay beight: 
and. . perteCtion , a to become: the,:;Epide- 
pt Sin of the Nation (397 were) at this 

y 

. Now in ſhort to. deſcribe what this ſn is; 
L-kumbly conceive it.may be ſaid (at. ke 


that it'is-9 Spontaneous%ahd Voluntivy Clog- 
Zing 66 Thdifpoſing 'the Soul Al ing by 
Exceſs 'm Eating and wadroagn-') whereby it 
becomes tinable t&:ndkg/' uſe of its noble fa- 
| ny of Reaſon yo ot, CES 
well-government and 'ire@Htioh of the ations 
of oviad F'or Arthas lure Rexyereiid: 
Dr. Hammond hath deſeribed'it moreſtridtiy, 
- When we'eat or drink tothe 'overchatging of - 
the body: the'Sobriet/tcontrary towhich; is . 

the Eating'and Drinking ho' more than agrees 
with the health and pood'temper of 7iL4 there 
beins-alfo'aHother exceſs mi quatity>or-deli- 
cacy of . Meats and Dvipks,, 2 Wfuttied 
care and pirſuir'of ſuckZd6are miſt delight- 
ful : ' an@ the 'Sobriet y''66nrrary torthis;, fs 
wher we: e&ftent our ſelves: with that Medr 
and Drink: which is- neceſſary and: uſeful tb 
the health and ftrength- of - our bddies 4 ant 
ger and deſpiſe all-other: Delicautes-” - - * 

But over and beſides theſe, :therit&s: alſts ari- 
other ſort of Exceſs and Drunkenneſfs that: 
wen are many tim&>pf1ry- of an that: is 

ng incbrizeed by Paſſion Angeej OF iChe 
like; 'that Brovs inſani@ of the Soul; 'as thie « 
Phiigſopher eills"it;; 761) Whith iswerfſe; with 
Pride, Selfeonceiredne(s,” Exvy,/i Malice, Re- 
venge and Cruelty, which muſt neetlsbe tlie 
work, at&of far greater danger tothe Soul, 
by how much the Sober Perſons; 'i'the repute 
of the world, may herein nofwithitandin 
be intoxienet to Excels-,-: and' tobe little 
B 2 {ſenſible 
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ſenſible of -it 3 +but let. the mind be.diſcompo- 
ſd or putiout of due-order.and frame, be it 
with what: it will, ' that-which difcompoſeth 
it; is the intoxicating:Liquor. And it. it be 
of . this later: fort;;-- It [1s doubtleſs far the 
worſe, :-both in.its 6wn* nature, and in its 
effects, it being to be,drunk with the Wine 
of Hell, in. which the:accurſed Spirits ſolace 


- "themſelves (6 far as God-permits-them) in 


- their Regions of darkneſs. But this by the 
by, only-1I ſhall recommend this-more eſpe- 
cially zo:the conſideration of our Phanaticks, 
the;Soaberand Godly part of the Nation, as 
_- hey would be thought. _ 'T p 
---./*It: muſt begranted (as'a late Author hath 
obſerved) that moſt Nations under the Sun 
© have. their intoxicating Liquors ,. and that 
.* ſome xather than not be drunk, will ſwallow 
\ *Qpinm, Dutroy, and Tobacco, or ſome other 
© intoxicating thing ;z- ſo great an inclination 
-* hath Mankind to be exalted, ( as the faid 
© Author calls it.) Phy complains that drun- 
[© kennefs. was the Study of his time, and 
© that the - Romans. and Parthians. contended: 
-<for -the glory of. exceſſive Wize-drinking. 
© Hiſtorians tell'us- (as the faid Author fur- - 
" .*ther hath it): of one Novellizs Torquatus, that 
-<* went- through all the honourable degrees 
' © of dignity-in Kome , wherein the- * 
:* glory and. honour he obtained, was for the- 
<< drinking in the preſence of 7iberizs, three 
-*Gallons.of Wine at one draught, before &- 
ATE : ] cyer 


Se 


cry ns ane; bed «mes By 
*that Melantbus wiſhed his own neck as long 
| © as a Cranes, that -.# => ark the longer in 
1 — © rafting the pleaſure of Drinks. ' But this is 
not to be much wondered at in Heathens ; 
who had among them a Ceres, and a Drunken 
God Bacchws- to- be- worſhipped , - but--thas 
; Chriſtians ſhould abound in this Swintſh Ex- 
| Ceh, is the greater wonder. As for inſtance, 
| the Germans who are ſaid commonly to drink 
whole Tankerds, and Ell Glaſſes at adraught, 
adoring him that dirnks fairly and moſt, and 
hating hin! that will not pledge them ; and 
the Durch-men, who will ſalute their Gueſts 
with a Pail and a Diſh, and make Hogſheads 
' of theirBellies : And the Polander, that thinks 
; him the braveſt Fellow that drinks moſt 
1] Healths, and carrie's his Liquor beſt, - being 
| of opinion that there is as much Valour in 
1 Drinking as in Fighting : Not to mention the 
{ Ruſſians , Swedes and Danes, who are intolle- 
rably Exceſſive therein. So that (asthe moſt 
ingenious Author of the YVinetum Britanicun 

concludes) Temperance ( Comparatively , 
ſpeaking) is (or hath been at leaſt) the Car- 
dinal vertue of the Engliſh, as well as the 


« 


's. Perſians. But nevertheleſs, there are many 
>. -men in this Nation in our- days, who'are 
grown to that height of Exceſs among '/us, 
not" much inferiour to thoſe-Celebra 
cients, and to thoſe other of our Neighbg 
: B 3 | 


leſt montigned, [was GLEP 
the immaderateu ca-Alſp, whereby 
they; not; only-diſhopour: theis:\ Nation , and 
deprive.Iit, of ts: r Blory and. pt of 
Tempergace. and: rat but; kg truth 
UN-NARy up-chriltjaniyo rhenſoles 


CHAP. IL 
_ Perſwaſions to Temperance. 


| is therefore well worthy our..pains ſeri- 
riouſly to conſider how: diametrically this 
fin-of: Drunkenne(s. 8nd Exceſs is oppolite tg 
the Divine Laws, the' Excellent Religion of 
Jeſys: Chriſt ; which-none.can be ignorant of, 
that know what Chriſtianity means, wherein 
there .1s contained moſt ſtrift Rules of | S0- 
briety,; as is hefoxe: mentioned z and that-un- 
der ws threatnings of Dammation to him 
that frequently, an willingly, and indulgent- 
ly. offendeth herein, x Cor. 6. 10. It is ſaid 
of Drunkards, that. tte; ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God ;/where (as the ſaid worthy 
Author Dr. Hematozid before mentioned. ob- 
ſerves) the word Drunkards is not: to be-re- 
ſtrained to thoſe who drink to Beaſtiality, to 
the depriving themſelves of the uſe of their 
Fung: bet drink drunk as we ſay, but be- 


a longs 


they, have \ added 


4 


. 


4 


yy 


intemperately, 'though tlrough their ſtrength 
of *Brain. they be -not-at preſent intoxicated 


by it. --So'Gall:F..21 1. Among the Wotks of 


the Fleſh; there is mention of Drunkeneſs 
and Revellings or: Comeſſations, 'or Exceſs in 
Eating, 'and Drunkenneſs, or Exceſs in'Drink- 
ing. And ſo 1 St. Peter, 4. 3: Exceſs of Wine, 
Comeſlations-and Drinkings. 'And on the-6- 
ther ſide,” Sobriety is Conumanded, 1 Thef: 5. 
6. and 8.” And Titus Chap. 2. It is mebtioned 
as a ſpeciat deſign and end of the appearing 
of Chriſt j\that- we: ſtiould be inſtrutted to 
walk (Juſtly, Piouſly, and Sobetly in this 
preſentworld.) The fifft of thoſe"three re- 
ferringto- our duty 'to'our Neighbour, the 
ſecond to our duty toward Ged; and that of 
Sobriety to; our dutyito our ſelves. 

Let'us further-confider (as the worthy Au- 
thor Mt.'Fo, Hales, heretofore of Eaton Col- 
ledge obſerves, ) that the firſt ftroak which 
Is to: be'given in our ſpiritual” warfare ' (as 
we are: Chriſtians) is to be direCted againft 
the Bellyz' and he cites Caſſiav#s, who faith, 
Prtimurs nobis 'ineundum certamen eff adut*ſus 


gaſtrimargiam:; and alſo ' Pythagoras, whoſe ® 


words ate, FTRST AND. ABOVE ALL 
THINGS BE SURE TO MAKE 
YOUR SELF MASTER OF TOUR 
BELLY. And it- hath been Cas he ob- 
ſerves)-evermore thought that the beginning 
and 'firft ſtep to vertue; was Pines hetluen 2- 
aitere, B 4 Les 


longs to all that drink Wihe or Strong drink 
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_ ie he conflrady how this Intempe- 
rance not only expoſeth 'the foul, as before is 


proved .,..as to its eternal welfare, but alſo 


 diſcompoſeth the. ſame; and'deprives. us of 


. our reaſon and underſtanding, : that: differ- 
.enceth us-fram Beaſt, makes us for the time 
deſtityte of Reaſon; unmans us, degrades us 
Into the degree of Breaſts; men void of their 
| Reaſon we.ſtut.up.in Fed/ary, not fit any lon- 
ger for the Society: of »men, and-we, generally 
Pitty thoſe Lunaticks; and ſhall we volunta- 
rily make our ſelves{uch for the time, and thus 
diſrobe our ſelves of , the greateſt Ornament 
that Gad hath endued us with, and ſo be- 
come Beaſts ? Certainly it muſt be concluded 
that they are unworthy: of Rational.Souls that 
thus abuſe them. wot #117 

Let us conſider how ;this Interaperance and 
Exceſs not only expoſeth and diſcompoſeth 
the Soul as aforeſaid, but alſo how it hurts 
and endangers the Body, the neceſſary manſion 
of the Soul inthis Life, nothing tending more 
to the preſervation of our Lives and Healths 
than Temperance, and nothing being more 
difagreeable to that charity which we owe 


” to our ſelves, onr Bodies as well as Souls, 


than Intemperance ; and this donbtleſs is, or 
however. ſhould be'one of the great deſigns 
of man, his own welfare and happineſs while 
he lives here, which conſiſts in having mentem 
ſanam in Corpore ſano. And if the Great Phy- 
lician Hyecrates be tg be credited, his _ 


' riſm-is; to eat withour fulnefs, and tobe di. 
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ligent in Labour or Exerciſe ts the. way to 
preſerve Health: Andiin truth, from whence 
ariſe a multitude, if not moſt of the Sick- 
neſlesand Diſeaſes incident to our Bodies, but, 
from Exceſs in. Eating and Drinking, in Sur- 
feiting.and Drunkennefs ? ' So true isthat ſay- 
ing, Non plares Gladio quam cecidere»gul : 
It is:the faying of the Father very pertinently 
.tothis purpoſe, Fuſſiſti Domine & fic eſt, ut omnzs 
nor dinatus affettus fibs fit pena ,now one would 
think it were, a very eaſy thing to diſwade 
men from being their own Aſlaſlines and Mur- 
derers, and to promote the health and wel- 


fare of their Bodies, upon which much of 
the content of the mind depends ; for as the 


Son of Syrach ſaith, Ecclus. 30. 16. There js 
no Riches above a Sound Body, and no joy above 


. the joy of the Heart ;, and both theſe aretobe 


' |! met with in the ways of Vertue, and Tempe- 


rance and Sobriety in the ways of Chriitia- 
nity. And herein appears the excellency of 
our Chriſtian Religion, that by its Rules and 
DireCions ſecureth to us the welfare of our 
Bodiesas well as Souls. 

In reference to our Eſtates and Families, how 
neceſſary is this Chriſtian duty of Temperance? 
Alas, how many noble Familes, and great E- 
ſtates have beenoverwhelmed and ſw2llowed 
up by the innundations of Druokenneſsand Ex- 
ceſs, by a Deluge of Wine and Strong Liquors, 
by Exceſs jn Meat and Drink, Nobleand Gop 

5:4 tie 
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tile Perſons: brought down from the top of 


Tenariff, at laſt to the extremity of Poverty, 
even toa Morſel of Bread? According'to that 
memorable Saying of Solomon. Prov. 23;:20,21. 
Be not amongſt Wine-bibbers, amongſt Riotous 
Eaters of Fleſh, for the Drunkgrd and rhe Glutton 
ſhall come to Poverty, &c.. So that he:that ſhall 
ſeriouſly. conſider the dangerous conſequence 
of Eating and Drinking, how 'it deſtroys 
mens Healths, and waſts their Eſtates, and 
conſider how it abounds,: and to what an ex- 
ceſs it is grown to in the world, might mar- 
vel (as well as Pliny is reported to have done 
at Fire, that it had not conſumed all the 
Werld;) that this Exceſs in Eating and 
Drinking had not before this time deſtroyed 
all Mankind. | 
' - Likewiſe let it be conſidered, how diſho- 
nourable it 1s to our nature, that men endow- 
ed with noble and excellent Souls, ſhould be 
fo devoted to their Palates, ſhould be fo 
ſwayed by their Carnal Aperites, like Bruites, 
and not regulated by their Reaſon; that we 
ſhould aft below our ſelves, yea by gratifying 
our ſenſuality, ſhould dethrone our Reaſon, 


wherein lies our excellency and happineſs, as 


is afore mentioned ; yea, ſhould as it were 
ſuffocate and drown it in this Swiniſh Excels, 
and thereby for the time really transform our 
felves into Beaſts, and in which Excefs we may 
be ſaid to do as that Pilor; who in a Storm and 
Tempeſt, throws awi4y the Helm that fhould . 
Reer and guide the Veſſel in ſafety. How 


} 
& 


a 
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How. doth this Exceſs Yip time that is 


palleth. on ſd ſwiftly, which; therefore ought 

to be. eſtcemed- precious and. well imployed, 

Tocing we cannot add-one moment to it ;, time 

being ht hm neceſſary for all-the ations 

of. the Sons of men under the Sun as there 
i5.2;time to be born, and a time. to.dye, 4 

time-to be nurſed up. when borgy,.to, be edu- 


catedandinſtratted yn the tendency: to the at- 


talaments. of knowledge and underſtanding , 

and howto comport.our ſelves in; the world; 
a Lime! either to acquire an Eſtate and Subſi- 
ſency,-or a time to. improve an Eſtate left us 
by our Parents; a time further to. improve 
our Souls in true wiſdom: and in.::uction, (the 
principal duty-of- our jives,): une to marry 


and propagate our Kind, « time [0 make Pro- 


viſion for our Families, for our Children (if 
God youchſafe us that bleſling,) and to pro- - 
vide for their Preſervation, their good Edu- 
cation and InſtruCtion, to make proviſion for 
their future Subſiſtence and well doing, and 
how they may live after us; a time to pre- 
pare our ſelves for either the ſmiles or the 
frowns of. the world, with humility and mo- 
deration to manage agreat Eſtate, great Ho- 
nour and: Dignity, or patiently and with 8 
ſteddy and conſtant Spirit, to comport under 
a mean.fortune, to conteſt with the Croſles, 
Affictions and Diſappointments of this fickle 
world ; to bear Sickneſſes, Infirmities and Dt- 


 ſeales of the Body, with Reſolution and Pa- 


_ Tience, 


tience, ''a time for” all*the' Multiplicity of o- *Þ 
ther concerns of this frail life, a time more 
eſpecially always ſerisafty to- conſider our 
ehds,' and to have a great dread of running 
on the Score with the Almighty , by multt- 
plying our fins without repentance; a time 
"to mortify our Luſts and 'inordinate Appe- 
tites, to furniſh-and adorn onr Souls with all 
thoſe Vertves and Graces neceſſary to our Sal- 
vation and Eternal Happineſs, that we may 
withſtand the Temptations of the World and 
the DevH, and the Luſts of theFleſh, the Luſt 
of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, as'St. Fames 
calls them ; to fight under the Banner of our 
Lord: and Maſter the ever Bleſſed Jeſus a- 
gainſt all cur aforeſaid great and powerful 
Enemies, as we ſtand engaged by our Baptiſ- 
mal Vow and Covenant. And thus to pre- 
pare and fit our ſelves for our diſſolution and 
departure hence, for this we may be ſure of, b 
Death that King of Terrours will not forget & 
us, althongh we forget him; therefore it is $ 
but wiſdom to-take that advice, ors tra 
mors Chriſti, fraus munds, Gloria Cali, & Dolor 
inferni, ſunt meditanda tibi, So that all theſe 
things being ſeriouſly conſidered according to | 
the Reaſon and Prudence of man, he muſt be +: | 
a Mad-man that makes Shipwreck of what is - 
ſo uſeful, ſo neceſſary, ſo precious, which if 
waſted in Trifles and Vanity, deſerves great 
reproof; but if ſpent and waſted in Sin, in 
- . multiplying our Tranſgreſſions againſt God, 
ETSE thereby 
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increaſing our; guilt and er, 


chereby 
is the height of, all Madneſs, Wick: _ 


Folly, there: beig no-name to expreſs the ls y 


and horridneſs of 'the thing; for this is moſt 
certain, -e wat qui runc habuernnt terminum 
Luxuria tum Vita. - 


Further, as Gentlemen are Perſons of Ho- 
nour, Eminency and Eſteem in the world, and 
therefore (as they have reaſon) do ufually 
ſtand upon. maintaining of their ; Honour, 


. |; Credit and Repute-in..the world ; andindeed 
Y rang ſhould:be ſomething like that The- 


Band (conſiſting but-of zoo men. which 
(as I have read ina pallage of Plutarch,) were 


moſt terrible to the Enemies, and did the great- 


eſt ſervices, they were called the Holy Band, 
becauſe! they hated diſhoneſt things, &c. ) | 
they ſhould endeavour to be eminent and con- 
ſiderable | by. their -Vertue and uſefulneſs ; 
therefore let us conſider how Gs 26 

and deſpiſed all Debauchery and Wickedneſs, 
but much more this ſin of Intemperance and 
Exceſs makes us in the eyes, of all; yea e- 
ven Children and thoſe of meaneſt capacity, 
who wilt uſually contemn and ſcorn him ther 
is drunk, and then plays the Fool and Antick, 


' and doth actions abſurd and baſe, nothing 


more contemned and abandoned by all as. a 
man when he is drunk, a man not aman, a 
man not capable of uſing his Reaſon, not a- 
ble to guide himſelf, a man transformediinto 2 


How: 


Com” 
- How rmch ought therefore this Swinif 
Exceſs'to be abhorred-and avoided as'abomi- 
nable and: filthy by all Noble Generous and 
Worthy perſons of 'Gentile ayd Noble ex- 
tration, and good vertuous Edueation;-that 
they of all men have nothing to do with this 


beaſtiality ? Oh how'unſeemly, how unbecom- - 


ing is'it to perſors”8f' Learning and Emitien- 
cy of "Education, © yea what an abominable 
thing muſt it nceds be'to ſee a Gentleman to 
debaſe himfelf into the" degree and rank of 
the Baſeft, todtink and bedrunk as' £Begger 
(as the Proverb hath it ?) for Gentlemen to 


put themſetves*'by this Exceſs (to make the 


deſt' of it) into the rank *of the meaneſt of 
their Servants, thoſe that rab there! Horſe 
| keels, | yea their very Scullions, -andthus to 


tfanſlate the Kitchin and Srable into the Par- © F 


* Tor, yea to conform thenifelves tothe meaneſt 
Mechanicks and Country Bumpkins, with 
their high Shooes- and Hob-nails, who many 
of them know little more than'the''Bruits 
they drive with their Whip; for it is not fo 

reat x wonder to fee them recreating and 
delighting themſelves in their ſenſualities their 
more proper ſphere ? But for Gentlemen that 
have wiſe and capaciovs Souls, and that move 
in a higher orb, that bave wife and well in- 
ftru&ed, well educated minds, for them to 
degenerate and -play the Broaits,- to degrade 
themfelves,, to have no more command of 


thewſelves, of their ſenſe of taſte, than the 
f _ —Gobler 


il 
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Coltfler;or the Tinker and hisMate:Whatmore 
abſurd, what more irrational and unwiſe, yea, 
what morxefardid, filrhyiand' baſe? forGentle- 
men.$5-have-any=thidg:todo with Swiniſh 
Drunkenmeſ,\/ which not only degrades-them. 
and:ranketh-rhem with the meaneſbof the Peo- 
Ple, :but.with the: filthieſt: of . Animals, even 
Swine; Which muſt needsrender them very con- 
temptihleandmeanito all Perfons. For Sin of 
any kine:4s/the greateſitdeformity innature;it 
transfanwed Glorious Angels into Devils, how 
diſhquwgucable- is 1t- therefore: for Gentlemen 


- to be Jn Jove'with Uglineſs and Deformiry? 


And. could men alas but take a ſurvey, and 
viewotthemſelves;their Behavivuriin'their Ex- 
ceſtes:and Qebauches,; how odious and! deſpi- 
cable, how ridiculous and abſurd would they 
appear, to themiclves;:to their own ſerious 
thoughts. Fort becomes alt men, bur more 
eſpecnlly /Getntiemen , ' to have 'Wiſe and 
Sober thonghts,and worthy defigns, in which 
to itpley and delight. chamſebves, in which 
conſiftstrue joy and comfort of mind; for Kes 
eſt javcrarucrum gaidius, (25 0neweld ſpeaks.) 
Now. fab;them that' ſhould in their Conver- 
ſatians ;ber:like Stars of. the Firſt Magnirude, 
ſhining and refulgent, ſeaſoned with Religion 
Wiſdam and Vertue, ' and ſhould enliven and 
enlighten all about-them within their ſeveral 
Orbs and Statians, encouraging Vertue, Tem- 
perance and Goodneſs, and frowning-upot 
Vice and Wigkedncfs, to {ce them wallowing 
| in 


ie Mire and Dirt in their Exceſſes ant De-' 
bauches : O Monſtrum horrendum, .&cc/ .' ' + 


contratt by giving bad example; :by teach- 
ing and propagating Vice and. Wickednefs in 
the many; your Inferiors 5; you are eminent in 
your Stations, ſet above amultitudeof.:other 
men, and therefore your ations muſt needs 
be very conſpicuous, and the greater the/per- 
{on is offending, the more miſchievous; is his 
example ;z your examples are of great force 
and efficacy to. lead others; either to/Vertue 
and Goodnefs, or to Vice and Wickedneſs :: 
As for the ignorant.and4 mean Perſons, why 
may they-not think to. bebold in thoſe cour-- 
ſes where their Betters by far dare ſo. freely 
veature. Yea as it was obſerved of Caro an 
eminent man in his time, Facilis quiſquis ob-" 
Jecersr crimen honeſium quam turpem Catonem ;* 
you will make your Inferiors take Vire-to- be 
Vertue-.:” Beware therefore Gentlemen' I be-' 
1 you (you-tthat: move in a. higher. Orb) 
giving: bad example, for thereby you will 
involve your ſelves certainly-in infinite:guilt,: 
F\ will -be a means of damning thouſands beſide 
- —<> yaur ſelves, and double damning your ſelves at 
; the laſt ; you therefore have little need of 
heating the Furnace of Hell ſeven times hotter 
than elſe it would be, by urging and tempting 
men,, nay forcing them to this horrid Exceſs, 
which mult needs .bring you into the rank of 
_ the Infernal Spirits, whoſe proper. work and 
4 | delight 


as 


. Conſider alſo ſeriouſly:what great;guilt'you ' 
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| delight is im tempting men to-ſin to the de-_ 
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ſtruQion of Millions of. Souls. 


' 1 How unit alſo doth Surfeiting and .Drun- 


w 
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kenneſs make mien to govern themſelves or 
their own affairs, their Wives, Children, and 
Families, their Eſtates and Concerns? How 
doth 'it unfit them (by thus degrading and 
debaſing themſelves by their ſenſualtties ) 
to be Magiſtrates and Governours under their 
Prince? for as Solomon ſaith, Eccleſe 8. 1. Jt i 
wiſdom that maketh a mans face to ſhine z there- 
fore how unfit doth this ſin render Gentlemen 
to be aſſiſtant to their Sovereign, in govern- 
ing licentious and ſtubborn People ; let us 
conſider that wile adviſe, Prov. 3 1. 4. It is not 
for Kings, O Lemuel, it is not for Kings to drink, 
Wine, nor for Princes ſtrong drink, leſt they drink, 
and forget the Law, and pervert the judgment of 
any of the afflifted, &c. By which we may un- 
deritand plainly how this ſin and vice of Ex- 
ceſs: and Intemperance tends to weaken the Go- 
vernment of the Word, of States and King- 
doms, diſables Magiſtrates to Govern, and 


-brings them into contempt. And it 1s well 


obſerved by a late worthy Author , that the 
moſt ſingular and ſtrongeſt part of Humane 
Authority is properly in the wiſeſt and moſt 
vertuous ; although Nunquam: ite bene erit int 
rebus humanis ut plures ſunt meliores. 

We may herein not impertinently take in 


. -alſo this conſideration ( by the by ) that this 


Exceſs once lent a hand to the undoing the. 
Wy | G .:  beft 
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beſt and: juſteſt cauſe that. ever was in. the 
world, I mean of Charles the Firſt, 'of bleſſed 
memory 3 let it not again be ſo far prevalent 
among us, eſpecially the Kings Loyal Subjects, 
to the prejudice of the ſame juſt Cauſeof our 
preſent Prince and Sovereign, againſt his Se- 
ditious and Rebellious Subjects, if ever God 
ſhould permit them to make their attempts 
again againſt the Crewn. Let all ſuchas are 
eminent for affe&tion and Loyalty to their 
Prince, be always Wiſe, Sober, Serious and 
Temperate ; bur let all the Kings Enemies be 
Drunk, yea let them be Drunk, and Spue, 
and fall and riſe no more. 

Shall therefore any man that hath a rational 
and immortal Soul and Spirit, ſo far forget 
. Himſelf, his own Reaſon, his Religion, be ſo 
monltrouſly vain, fooliſh and abſurd, as de- 
liberately and wilfully to give himſelf over to 
a habit and cuſtom in ſin, eſpecially 1a this 
Swiniſh exceſs, to the diſhonour of God, re- 
proach to himſelf, and to render him uſeleſs 
and unprofitable both to himſelf and his Ge- 
neration, Which in concluſion will be the de- 
ſtruction both of Body and Soul : Can any 
thing. be more unſuitable to a man ? Can any 
thing be more Geſperate and inſenſate mad- 
neſs 2nd abſurdiry ? And fhall ir be ever ſaid 
of the Roanowned Engliſh Nation, ſo famous - 
in «ll tie world for Temperance and Sobriety, 
that they are at laſt ſwallowed up in a de- 
luge of Wine and Strong Liquors, let never 

- our 


_ otir fotmer-ploty be thus ruried' into. ſhaths 
and contempt. | 
Laſtly, Let it be confidered that this Exceſ3 

is uſually, if not always an Enemy to Peace z 

K:muſt needs be not only an Enemy to Peace 

of mind, for Sin and Guilt muſt. needs trow- 

ble the Conſcience and Mind, but alſo it is an 

Enemy to External Peace. Prov. 23. 29. Now 

all men do certainly deſire Peace, and there- 

fore one would think ſhould endeavour to 
ſhun and avoid all occaſion either of trouble 
of mind or publick diſcord : Ir is frequently 
very *pparent what diſttrbance mens luſts 
make in the werld, as to the publick peace 
and happineſs thereof ; and amoneſt the reſt, 
this fin of Intemperance, Men and Women 
given to their Appetites, how do they ma- 
ny times diſturb their own inward peace, with 
care and anxiety to make Proviſion for the 
fame ? Whar great Perturbation of mind d6 
they undergo when they meet with diſap- 
man, but more eſpecially what diſtur- 

nce doth Drunkenneſs and Exceſs make as 
to. ontward peace, in both Families and 

_ Towns, what diſcords between Man and 

Wife, what Quarrels and uproats, yea inour 

Taverns and Houſes of Publick Reſort? How 

often may we meet with Storms and Tem- 
ſts at Land as well at Sea? And indeed how- 

uld it be otherwiſe, for according to the 
old Proverb, When the Drink, is in, the Wit is 
ont, And needs muſt thoſe Barks and Vellels 
C 2 ſpeedily 
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ſpeedily. fall-fowll on one-.another, ina Storm 
when there wants Pilots to ſteer and manage 
them. And as a late Author hath. it, Ebrietas 
eſt blandus Demon,aulce venenum, ſuave peccatum, 
quam qui habet ſeipſum non habct,' quam qui facit 
peccatum non facit, ſed ipſe eſt peccatum. 


CHEAP. IM. 


To perſwade all men, but more eſpecially 
Gentlemen, to Temperance and all other 
Vertues. 


A TOw may I take the boldneſs to perſwade 
all, but more eſpecially Gentlemen, and 

thoſe of the better rank and Degree among 
us, to Temperance and Sobriety, and to ſet 
themſelves to the reCtifying this great evil 
under the Sun ; not that I lay the imputation 
of Drunkenneſs and Exceſs to the Gentry of 
England in general, I abhor ſuch a thoughts 
there being very many of them without que- 
ftion eminent tor Religion and Vertue, Sobrie- 
ty, Wiſdom and Prudence, the ornament of 
. our age, wh:.ſe memories ſhall be had 1a ho- 
Nour to all poſtericy , my preſent Diſcourſe 
will be to their honour and encouragement ; . 
and as to others, being an attempt out of = at- 
w eCtio- 
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fetionate'deſirts' of their Hgtionr, Happineſs," 
. and Proſperity, I hope it mill lot be offenſive: 
to them: . Therefore I hope I may ſay further 
without” offence, All you that make any claim! 
to generoſity and gentility, and own to be go- 
_ vern'd by Prudence and Wiſdom, be you alt 
like your ſelves, live anſwerable to your 
Name, your Education, | your Eſtates, your ' 
Noble Families; of allmen do you abhor any 
thing*that is filthy and diſhononrable, live 
like'-your' ſelves above the ordinary fort of 
people. And, | | 
_ I humbly propoſe this Expedient as a thing 
very-convenient, that the great abuſe of that 
cuſtom (innocent enough of it ſelf) of drink- 
ing-of healths might be laid afide, and the 
lawdable uſe continued, by ſetting ſome rea- 
ſonable bottnds thereto, by the wiſdom of 
Gentlemen, that a Sober man (who abhors 
to captivate his Reaſon to Drink) might (te- 
ſtifying ' his Loyalty and Reſpects. to his 
Prince and the Royal Family-in three or fonr 
Healths )-be-ſiiffered to come off ſober and 
innotent without' offence -to the Company, 
and 'Jeft free to his 'own choiſe and liberty, 
while he 'ſtays. 

But alas! when there is no-end of Multiply- 
ing Healths, till men have diſtroyed their 
own, and made themſelves Beaſts; as it is an 
an intolerable vice and miſchief hateful to God 
. and all ſober men, ſo it redounds to the great 
diſhonour of Religion and Loyalty ,-and of 


C 3 the 


xr times for Temperance and Sohgiety ja. 
this kind,) Alſo it muſt neceſlarily.tend to; 
the weakening and enfeebling._the Nation by 
debauching mens minds , and making; them: 
jnconſiderate and careleſs of their neceflary 
Concerns, and tends to the impairing of their: 
healths, and many times occafioning ſuddain 
death, and is alſo a means of a 1 


A = Ale : 
ſeaſes to their Iſſue ( diſeaſes. coptragted by- 


us, many times, being transferred from us.ta 
our poſterity, ) Engliſh bodies not being enyred 
to. this Exceſs hke the Dutch, *:2 

The Sum of all is this, this Curſed Exceſs 
that (is much to be feared) is growing upon 
us, hath a dire —_— to the decay and 
ruln of the Body Politick, , Prgjudicing men 
in their Trades and Callings, (Har a map in 
drink is, at beſt but as a man-aſfleep, who, for 
the time is uſeleſs and good for nothing; } 
rea it difables-him for his buſineſs, not ;Quly 
or the preſent, but ſometimes after alſo, be- 


fades the loſs of his thyme 1pent; in Drinking; 


to the neglect of his necgllaxy affairs of his 
Trade and.-Faryuly : And it is a rule warranted 
by all reaſon (as a late Author obſerves ) that 
it concexneth the good ' of the Common- 
wealth, That no man make ill uſe of what 
is his, /ztereſt Reipublice nequss ſus male ut gs, 


gar. 
| would humbly offer this to the conſide- 
Faiion of all Gentlemen, what inpenable 
| reaſog 
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4 the Eneliſh Nation ſoeminently: alized in; 
he Engliſh Nation ( penal 


59, can be begin whhi it ſhould not belook- ? 
ed on asa grols abſurdity to force our Friends 

in our entertainments of them either to'drink 
as well:as eat more than they delire, and find 
tor conſiſt with their Health and Welfare ; 
for- without doubt if our love and kindneſs 
be-real to thoſe we entertain, we ſhall abhor 
ta do. them any prejudice or injury either to 
their Bodies or Minds, by our kindneſles, (for 
if it be not thus, our courteſy and kindnels is 
ya reality no kindneſs,) and we {hall be very 
anwilling they ſhould afterwards complain of 
our courteſy, or curſeus tor the ſame, as ma- 
ny times they do when they lye under the A- 
gonies of Surfeiting and Drunkenneſfs, which 
oft times end in great diſcompoſure of tie 
Bady if not deach. As the Son of Syrach 
ſpeaks, Ecclus. 37. 31. By ſurfeiting and Drun= 
kenneſs have many periſhed , but he that taketh 
heed prolongeth be, life. 

If it be thus, then without doubt a man 
had better by far been without this kindneſs, 
and. been entertained at his owa home with 
with-a Sallet of green Herbs, then to PAY ſo 
dreadfully dear for an entertaiument a road; 


. Not only to the prejudicing of the health of # 


his body, if not endangering his life, bur al- 
ſo of his Precious and Immortal part , his 


.Soul, (the utmoſt extent of our kindneLles in 


our entertainments, that is lawful and good 
is, that our Friends and Gueſts-fhould eat and 


drink to refreſhment and merriment, accord- 
7... wh 


” - ing to that ſaying, | Ad'hilavitaterr non'ad E+ 
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brietatem, and that we ſhould converſe plea- 
ſantly*together , and our Company andEon- 
verſe be acceptable to eachi:other with-So- 
briety and moderation. But Exceſs and:Drun- 
kenneſs alas! doth ſo transform and difcom- 
poſe us, that we are a burden to our greateſt 
Friends and intimates, and fit. only for. the 
Society, not of reaſonable Creatures; but of 
Beaſts, yea Swine : For then, we may be ſure 
to.expect what that wiſe man mentions; 
Ecclus. 27. 13- The Diſcourſe of Fools i(which 
is) irkſom, amd'their ſport # the ,wantonneſs of 
Sm, | LOUD 207 2509210; 

Peware of Pride, that fin that overthrew 
Angels, .and Changed them into Devils, alin 
that God. abhors ; and nothing more'adorns 
as Gentleman. than Humility, and nothing 
makes a Man. more hateful both to God and 
Man than Pride : God is faid.to reſiſt the Proud, 
and to give his Grace. to:the Lowly. And 
therefore the Son of Syrach gives this advice, 
Euclus. 3.18, The greater thou art, the: more 
humble tby ſelf, and thou ſhalt find favour before 
the. Lord. Abhor and deteſt therefore proud 
Atheiſm, .for therein the Pride of Man is ma- 
.nifeſt, and even againſt God himſelf, as the 
Devils was; which is well compared 'by a, 
n arthy .Perſ:n, to an Apoplexy , wherewis 
.the greateſt hazard and danger; and yet-no 
;warning or fſeice of that danger. > Confider 
that Atheiſts. are Hoftes humani generis;''And 
, | a 
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a5 Ciee o-the- wiſe Heathen will tell you” . 


Deoreſſe> ita perſpicuum eſt, ut qui. negat, vie 
eum ſane mentis exiſtimem; and as a late Aus 
thor. hath it, he can never: intend well that - 
would ſue «Divorce between God and the 
World, that 'would rob (the one- of the 
work of his hands, and the other of the re- 
ward: of their Labours ; he:that allows man- 
kind+-no hope beyond themſelves, impoſeth a 
negative upon their beſt expectation , makes 
the poſſeſſion of the world very uneaſv, with- 
out ia proſpe&t of ſome reverſion. . Andal- 
though God cannot be the object of a natu- 
ral eye, yet he. always: ſtands full in the eye 
our reaſon, has choſen to convey himſelf to 
us by-that nobleſt faculty, as the moſt com- 
prehenſive. part of our beings;. and ſo moſt 
ſuitable to his being. Should he deſcend t9 
any other converſe with us, it would rather 
amaze than ſatisfy, and more affright us 
than inform us ; how vain is he therefore 
that denies there is a God, ' becauſe he cans 


not: graſp the whole of his being , when we 


meet with nothing but hath ſomewhat above 
us: Therefore may I conclude, That Riches 
and Strength lift up the heart , but the fear of 


' the Lord 1s abave them both... Let Fuſt men 


ear and drink. with thee, and let thy glory be in 
the. fear of the Lurd. Ecclus. 39: 26. and Chap. 
9- 16.. And let proud Atheiſts know that the 
Almighty is above them, and that they are 


but poor Mortals , whoſe Breath 1s in their 


Nolſftrils, 
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Noftrils, and that their own Conſciences will 
now and then (whether they: will-or not, ) 
laſh and torment them for their:folly and in- 
ſolence; and at laſt however: breathing out 
their Souls with horror and amazement, they 
ſhall be forc'd tocry out with that wickedApo- 
ſtate Fulian, Vicifti Galilee, My Atheiſm is now 
confuted to my ſhame and torment for ever. 

Abhor therefore as to live in the defyance 
of God and his Laws, ſo more eſpecially alſo 
to prophane his Sacred Name by Qaths and 


Curſes, that unprofitable ſin, that valuntary 


fin, a ſin without a temptation to it as I know 
of ; and St. Fames 3. 17. But above all things my 
Brethren ſwear not, &c. Accuſtom not thy 
mouth to Swearing, neither uſe thy ſelf to 
the nzming of the Holy one.——- A man that 
#ſeth much Swearing, ſball be filled with Iniquity, 
. #nd the Plague ſhall never depart from his _ 
Ecclus. 23. 9.—11. And may I not add, he 
that thus profeſleth the holy Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in vain, as ſo deliberately and willfully 
to uſe his Tongue to Oaths and Curſes con- 
trary to the expreſs and poſitive command of 
Chriſt ( Swear zot at all;) he may juſtly ex- 
pect therefore that God will not hold him 
guiltleſs that thus prophaneth and abuſeth 
the holy Religion he profeſſeth to own : For 
may I not ſay to you that own ChriſtianRe- 
tigion, if your Religion be not true, why do 
you profeſs it ?'If it be true, why do you not 
praQtiſe it? Live ſomewhat anſwerable to hs 

or 
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Religion'that, will ſtand ns: in -any ſtead: 
bope therefore I need not fay'to you, abhor 
to, vilify and; feproach your God, your Re« - 
ligion, to bet debauched, and thereby to pro- 
fttute and debaſe your ſelves. 

Let us conſider what in reality is true worth 
and-gentility , - wherein it confiſts , Nobils is 
faid to be derived of No/cibils; therefore an 
empty head although adorn'd with a fair Pe- 
ryke, ill becomes a Gentleman. For There 
&-pothing fo much worth as a mind well inſtrutted; 
faith the Son of Syrach, Ecclus. 26. 14. Doth 
not knowledge and wiſdom therefore become 
you ? And doth not that teach you firſt to be 
juſt, and tor render unto. every one their 
gue ? and therefore ought you not to ren- 
der thoſe awful and high reſpects to the Di- 
vine Majeſty that is due unto him. Jupiter 
ro" cujnes Niutu & Arbitrio Calum, Terva, 

ariaque Reguntur ; as Cicerq ſpeaks. The 
fear of the Lond is Honour, Glory ond gladneſs, 
anda Crown of Rejoycing, Ecclus. 1.11. Re- 
verence with all humility the moſt high and 
haly one, who :is above you , how great ſoe- 
ver you are in'this world, who made you and 
preſerves you, gave you your Eſtates and Ho- 


- hour, diſtinguiſhed you from others by pla- 


cing you in a higher Orb and Station, and ex- 

$ in juſtice an account of all his Bleſſings 
rom you, unto whom you- ſtand more than 
ordinarily engaged for the abundance of -_ 
the 


the. good this of this life that' you enjoy 

above multitudes or moſt others, and poſſibly 
asdeſcrving as your ſelves. 'It doubtleſs ye- 
ry/\imuch lies upon you therefore in juſtice 
and gratitude, that the Donor of all: may-re- 
ceive his due honour and praiſe.” I hope that 
it. will not be needful to put you in mind, not 
to turn- his Mercies into Curies, by wickedly: 
contemning and diſhonouring'/God with his 
own Gifts and Favours beſtowed on you. Ant 
conſider (as a late Author hath it,) that it is 
an: errqr. worſe than Hereſy ,-to adore the 
Complemental and Circumſtantial piece of 
Felicity, and undervalue thoſe PexfeCtions and 
Eſſential points of -happinefs, wherein we re- 
ſemble our Maker. And beſides you can never . 
become wiſe and knowing ;z\never attain to 
true waidom and underſtanding , - without a 
virtuous and\good converſation; for as a late 
Anthor-hath well obſerved, that our ingenuity 
and honeſty, and-in afting'up ro the Princi- 
ples' thereof , contributes exceedingly tothe. 
attainment of true wiſdom and underſtanding; 
in that it begets a greater ſerenity and clear? 
neſs in the mind, ::for the diſernihg the excel 
lency of the Dactrines- and Duties of ' Rehi- 
gion, which men of debauched lives are in- 
diſpoſed for ; for ſenſuality and: fleſhly luſts 
do debaſe the minds of men, darken their rea- 
ſon, tinfture their Souls with falſe colours ; 
fill their underſtandings with prejudice, that 
they have not the free uſe of their —_ 
acul- 
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- facultiesg. nor are they diſpoſed for the Exer- 
ciſe of the a&ts of: Reaſon, eſpecially about 
objects of Religion: Whereas perſons diſin- 
tangled from the Tyranny of Luſt and Paſſion, 
"ave not only their Animal Spirits purer and 
finer for the: exerciſe of the nobleſt acts of 
reaſon, but their minds are emancipated from 
many prepoſlefſions and prejudices that. ſen- 
ſual perſons are in bondage to. Therefore 
Solomon ſaith, that The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of Knowledge. Prov. 1. 7. And the 
Son of Syrach, Ecclus. 1. 20. The root of miſ- 
dom 1s to fear the Lord. And Ecclus. 1.4. W:f- 
dom will not dwell in a polluted Soul, nor in the © 
body ſubjett unte fin. And the wiſdom that 
from above, 1s firſt. pure, then peaceable. St. James 
3- 17. I humbly beſeech you Gentlemen ſeri- 
ouſly .and wiſely: to conſider , that as vertue 
and - goodneſs is nothing elſe but guiding and 
governing our ſelves according to true wiſ- 
dom, as I humbly conceive ; that is toſay, by 
2 true judgment and eſtimate of all things: So 
vice and fin is doubtleſs the greateſt folly and 
abſurdity in the world. How it therefore 
ſhould be poſſible for debauched and wicked 
men ever to be wiſe and prudent, is 'not in 
the power of imagination, to apprehend, as 
I humbly conceive. mM : 
Beſides God doth in juſt judgment to a Na- 
tion and People, when they will not receive 
the truth with the love of it (as the Scrip- 
ture teſtifies) to give them up, to ſtrong de- 
abr luſtons, 


Tio) 
iufions,. to a reprobate mind, to believe lies, 
to at moſt unwifely and irfationally not Hike 
men endowed with reaſon, Vat directly oppo- 
ſite to their own great intereſt and happt 
and wage ett f | 

Again, if you have reſpect for God, 
heed not to be ſtirred up to have great reſpect 
for the Clergy his Miniſters, that wait at his 
Altar, if you'contemn and deſpiſe them, the 
whoke world both Chriftizms Pagans, Turks 
and 7#fidels will condemn you ; and you know 
what our Saviour ſaith, He thar deſpiſerh you 
deſpiſeth me, &c. You cannot doubtleſs but = 
ſeem them highly for their works fake, 
Which hath been of old fometimes the im- 
ployment of Kings and Princes ;3 without 
queſtion a noble and worthy imployment, to 
attend the worſhip and ſervice of the higheſt 
Lord, who is the Sovereign of the whole 
world, who is King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. It becomes your gentility , to take 
them into your favour and -protection, that 
God may take you and yours into his. Erctus, 
7. 29. Fear the Lord, Reverence his Prieſts, 
Vetſe 30. Love him that made thee with all thy 
frrengrh, and for ſake not his Minifters. Abhor 
to flight and contemn them, much leſs to at- 
NE the corrupting and debauching of 
Them. : 

Again, Gentility conſiſts in Loyalty to your 
Prince, this is doubtleſs a principal part and _ 
duty of al Gentlemen ftrongly to endeavor | 
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to ſupport the Crown and Government, yea 
to to the utmoſt extent of. your power, t@ 
uphold him that is the belt Gentleman of the 
Kingdom, in whoſe veins runs Royal bloods 
who is the Fountain of Honour and Gentility, 
yours but derived from him ; conſider there- 
fore ſeriouſly what will be your Lot, if your 
Prince and the Royal dignity ſhould fall ro 
the ground, how can you and your Gentility 
poſſibly ſtand and ſubfiſt ? The ſplendor, glo- 
ry and proſperity of your Prince is yours ; 
take away the Sun out of the Firmament, 
and what will become -of the Stars? Alas 
your luſtre and light is but borrowed from 
him, and therefore cannot conſiſt without 
him; if he fall, your glory will certainly ceaſe; 
and you wlll be at laſt brought under the yoak 
of the meaneſt of the people, Major Generals, 
to Lord it over you as heretofore. 

I need not put you in mind to be wiſe, fo- 
' ber cereful and vigilant, for you have ſober 
and ſerious Adverſaries, if I may ſocall them, 
who are your and your Princes implacable 
Enemies, who are very demure and ſerious to 
do miſchief, and to work your and his ruin: 
And I make no queſtion you have heard how 
they triumph in the name of the Sober Party 
.of the Nation, and have it (you may be af- 
ſured of it) in their deſign and intention' (if 
'they can) very ſoberly and devoutly with the 
face of Religion, to raiſe up the God old 
- Cauſe again out of the duſt , and once more 
to 
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to dethrone Majeſty, and very f6berly to ſet 
up their Common-wealth, and oyerthrewboth 
Church and State, and caft your alt with yeur 
Prinee and Royal Family out as Dirt and Rub- 
biſh fit for nothing, and to Lord it-over you 
(which is made .now more apparent ſince the 
writing of this Diſcourſe, by *the Diſcovery 
of the late horrid Plot,) wherefore dothit not 
(think yon) very much concern you all to be 
wiſe and ſober, to be all firmly united among 
your ſelves, and to adhere cloſely ' ro your 
Gracious Prince, and to endeavour to wipe 
off the ſtain of -Intemperance and Debauche- 
ry from the Engliſh Gentry the Loyal Party, 
which your Enemies would ſoearneſtly faſten 
upon you. | 

Confider further wherein your Gentility 
conſiſts, that whereas you- have a Wiſe, No- 
ble, Mild; Generons and Gracious Prince and 
Sovereign, who is Wiſe and Gractous even to 
a Miracle, who is Sober and Temperate, who 


delights in Noble, Juſt and Generous Actions, | 


who rules his people with Wiſdom, Mode- 
ration and Gentleneſs, who deſigns our good 
and welfare. 'Now therefore it will be harſh 
to-you to ſay, Regis ad Exeniplum, follow his 
Example of Wiſdom, Sobriety, Temperance, 
- Patience, and Goodneſs ; be you Wite, Sober 

and Temperate. + y ENT, | 

' Endeavour to promote the welfare of all 
under you, ſeek the welfare of  yotr poor 
"Feiants, and that they may'not only Re 
4 up 
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brit thriveunder you z take heed of . ofiprefhr 
them, conſider that to Terrify and do wrong wil 
waſte Riches, thus the houſe of Proud men. ſhall be 
made deſolate, Ecclus. 21. 4 To promote 
their welfare is your own intereſt, and there- 
fore I need to ſay little to-perſwade you to 
do good.to your ſelves ; do not go'about to 
vitiate and debauch them by Exceſs and 
Intemperance, for to make them ill: Hasbands 
will be your loſs in concluſion ; but de them 
good , diſcountenance vice and prophaneneſs 
1n them and all others under you : and further 
let it be your deſign and care to do all the 
good that you are able, in th's conſiſts Gen- 
tility, for in this is your happineſs and glory. 
Let your mind be inlarged in ſome meaſure 
anſwerable to your fortunes, be like the Sun 
who delights to to run his courſe, and afford 
his benigne- influence to the Earth, and every 


+ Creature of .the Univerſe. So Honour the Lord 


with thy Subſtance, and with the Firſt Fruits of 
all thy Increaſe, Prov. 3.9 

In this alſo principally conſiſts your Genti- 
lity, that you abound in Charity towards the 
Poor, they are eminently yours, your Lot 
and Portion : Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, 
&c. And Give therefore a Portion to Seven and 
ro Eight, for thon kyoweſt not what evil ſhall be 
upon the Earth ;, as Solomon ſpeaks, Ecel.11.1,2. 
And as to your direction in this great and ne- 


 cellary.work., let the Reverend and worthy 


Dr.' Hammond be your guide, who faith That 
D as 
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2s: 0ur-Rightebuſneſs muſt exceed the Righs 
teouſneſs of the Fews.,. ſo our Mercy their 
Mercy, 3 (4. e:) to be a Righteous Chriſtian, 
Guch-a' one as .performs what the, Law of 
Chriſt ' requires of him for Almſgiving, ) 
it: is neceſlary to ſet apart much more than.a 
yearly thirtieth part of his Reyenue or In- 
creaſe, and to be a merciful, or benign, or pious 
Chriſtranz. much more again than that 1s ne- 
ceſlary:: And whereas the Apoſtle in 2 Cor.9.6. 
faith, He that Sowerth bountifully ſhall Reap boun-+ 
zifully;, by which the ſaid worthy Author 
conceives., is meant not only Gods abundant 
retributions af glory in another world, but 
even his payments. of temporal plenty and 
bleſſings here, to thoſe who have been willing 
to make that Chriſtian uſe of that earthly 
Talent committed to. their Stewarding : And 
concludes with a Paſlage out of S. Hierom, Nox 
memini me legere mala morte mortuum, qui libo«f 
raliter opera Charitatis exercuit : We alſo fur- 
ther obſerves, that Alms increaſeth wealth, 
 becaule the giving Alms brings Gods bleffings 
-on wealth ; and further faith, there is he con- 
.ceives not any one thing temporal, for which 
.there are ſo many clear evident promiſes in 
the Scripture as this. . 

Therefore in the midſt .of thoſe freedoms 
you: take, in the uſe of your abundance, con- 
fider and remember the Poor, and cut off at 
teaſt ſomewhat of your Superfluities and Ex- 
cells, aud let the Poor, Hungry, and So 
-. | arve 
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Itarved'Farnilies/be refreſtied therewith; and 


| letthem rejoyce-and:drink your Healthy; and 


bleſs-yort,' and pray for your: Proſperity and 
Happineſs; for this is mbſt certain; ir is the 
work of Wiſdom, Religion; Juſtice, ' Tem- 
perance, Loyalty and Charity, that will exalt 
you,  and* that muſt eſtabliſh! both you and 
your Family : For unleſs a man hold himfelf 
diligently in the fear of the Lord, his Houſe 
ſhall ſoon be overthrown, Ecclus; 27; 3. SO 
that if ever God ſhoyld: ſuffer the Nobility 
and Gentry of this Nation to be .ohice mare 
overthrown and trodden down {( as hereto- 
fore) Atheiſm , Conterapt of God and Re- 
ligion , Wickedneſs and Dabauchery , toge- 
ther with groſs Hypocriſy, will be The cauſe 
thereof ; from which fearful judgment let us 
pray Good Lord deliver: us. 
Gentlemen, think ſeriouſly of thoſe many 


* dangers and Temptations that your: Wealth, 


Grandure and Superftuity of all things , ex- 
poſe you to; therefore the Son of  Syrach 
faith, Ecchu, 31. 8. g, Bleſſed is the Rich that 
is found without blemifh, Who is he and ws 
will call bim blefſed ?-—Who hath been tryed 
thereby and. found perfett ? Thettlet him glory, 


who might offend, and hath not z or 


done evil and hath not done it. How hard 
4 thing is it for a Rich man toenter into the 
Kingdom of Heayen? ſaith our bleſſed Saviour; 
although few ever inthe World have believed. 


-himz and it is recorded of Pelagines (36 2 late 
Auther 
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Author Hath it,) that: RF himſelf ors 
on © this-Scripture (tr 5s 12poſſivle. for a. Rich 
man t0.enter:fto;; Heaven) heitwoulkt by' no 

means grant that a Richiman could be ſaved, 
but. for this,the Church tioted him foran Here: 
tick:z for; among*his/Hereſies, this is ſcored 
up for; one;, together: with that, *Fhat it is 
< db lawful to ſwear; but if Pelagins had ne- 
| © yer otherwiſe erred, the Church might very 
F © well have pardoned him that hereſy, (as the 
1 © ſaid Author obſerves,.) and .goes- on thus z 
' ©For: many times it falls out by reaſon of the 
* hardneſs of onr. hearts, that there 1s more 
© danger 1n preſſing ſome truths, than in main- 
* taining ſome errors 3: many Rich and Cove- 
$ * tous MEN by reaſon: 'of the truth that Rich 
© men may be' ſaved, flatter; themſelves in 

© their ſins, whereof, they dye well conceited, 
© from which they. had been freed, hadit been 
© their* good: fortune:to have been thus far de- 
© ceived-and been; Pelapians, Let men therefore 
© either quite refuſe Riches if they offer them- 
* ſelves, or.if they, will give them acceptance, 
bo - let them believe, that if they be-Rich they 
& *© maybe. ſavedg bat let-them ſo-live, as if 
© they cauld not,] for the one ſhall keep them 
< from. error-in their Faith, the other from 
© Sin in their, Actions. Therefore when ever 


upon thee, to enrich thee, to raiſe. thee to 


Han, which the. ſaid Author cites out of Tcr- 
tulljan, C4 In 


thou+ſeeſt God ;willing. to bring the world - 
honour, Suſpettum habe bane Domini indulgen- / 


is ohh 

In the'midſt of your? fulfiefs of all things» 
confides- ſeriouſly: your danger, and take this 
caution,” 'Go not after thy; Luſts, but refrain 'thy 
ſelf. from thine - Appetite' 5 take not: pleaſure in 
much Good Cheer Ectlus: 18. Zo, 32! And 
Chap. 19:2: \: Wine and Women will make men 
of underfiamnding to fall away Whoſo takgth plea- 
ſure in wickedneſs ſhall be*00h1dmned, but We that 
reſiſteth pleaſure, crowneth-<hjxUlife. It'istrue, 
God vouchſafeth*you 'abinidance, and©yon 
may pertake'of the' good Gifts of God; and 
give him! thaiiks ; "for every Creature:of- God 
is zood, being ſanCtified by* Prayer 5 *and'as 
the wiſe man ſpeaks, Ecclus.'3 1. 20, 27:Sound 
Sleep cometh' of moderate Eating, he riſeth early, 
and his Wits are with him. but the pain of* Watch: 
ing, Choler, and Pangs'of the Belly, are With at 
unſatiable ian. Wine 1s-as good as life to'a man, 
if it be drunk;moderately;,—===Forvit was made 
to 'make'men glad.” The' great danger-is'of 
{inning in the uſe of - lawfal' things by Intem- 
perance and'Exceſs, a Temptation'to:which 
lyes always'before-youz-and as a late Author 


'hathiit,” To be able to'meet and check an E- 


nemy , ' to +encounter- occaſions , to act -our 
parts in common life upon the common Stage, 


and yet to keep or uprightneſs ; this is truly 


indeed to live and to ſerve God and Menz'and 
therefore God: the more, becauſe Men, : On 
the- contrary, to avoid occcaſions, to follow 
that other, Yincends genus, non pugnare, to 0- 
yercome the world by contemning and avoid- 
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ing/it'z this argues: wile, indeed but-a week 
fanting Spirits: thersfare-it mainly: cpncerns 
you iathe midſt of. Texaptations and Snares to 
be watchful over: your iſelves ; .And this you 
may pleaſe to take-fox your incouragement, 
Ecolus. 33, 1. There ſball no evil happen upto him 


thee, four eb the Loyd, but in Fempratgon 6ven ar 


© -Apaund in, covjugalaffetions to-your Yoak 
Fellows, Amor peremws :Conjugis Caſta manet ; 
Loye them as-your ſelves, for they are a part 
of you; and therefore as the Scripture ſpeak- 
eth;. No man ever yet bated his owt Fleſh; rey- 
der them their due benevolence, let; them be 
te youas the Loving Hind-and Pleaſang Roe, 
as. Solpmon fpeaks, And les. her--Breaſts. ſatisfy 
thee at: all tives, and be content mith:her: Loves, 
Rwov. 5. 19. ef Friend and a Companiyn never 
meet amiſs, but above both i5.a Wife anal her Hus; 
band. Ecclus. 4. 23; | Poverty is. that which 
uſually makes enjoyments comfortable and 
pleaſant to us, it 4s therefore certainly unna- 
tural and unreaſonable that it-ſhould' be.0- 
therwiſe hereip. ,,let your -affe&ions run 
ſtrongly to your own ,- Prick W arers out of 
#hine own Ciſtern, &c., Prot, 5,15; And aban- 
don :with abhorrence. the wild Cattel, leave 
them.to-the ſordid, baſe, and ungentile ;, leave 
zhem to your Slaves, Drudges; aud Scullions;: 
And why wilt thow-my Soy he rawiſm with a 
Sirenge weman, faith the Wiſeman, Prov. 5.20. 
Atd Gat a man take Fire in bis Baja, - "ye 


£ 


 Claaths not be burnt ? Can ane go upon. hot: Coalt 
and his. Feet not be. burnt? Prov, 6. 27;28. And; 
Ecclus..26-22. An Harlqt ſball- be acconmted as 
Spittle, but a Married-woman. is:a Tower againſt 
death to her "Husband., .* Luſt zot after vis ep 
in thine heart, neither let: hex take thee with her 
eye-lids. For by means of :aWhariſh Woman a mann 
zs brought to.@ piece of Bread, &CProvs 6,255.26: 
. Conſider alſo, that.in nothing mare t5sChris 
ſtianity to he elteemed-,; than in the;Laws of 
Conjugal Chaſtity. . The. very Anwmals fome 
of themobſervea kind of Conjugal Covenant, 
haw much. more ſhould the Diviner Creature 
Man, that he might nat. ipring out..aF uncer- 
tain;ſeed ,. and 10 mutyal affection that. Na- 
ture: hath kindled between. the Parent and the 
- Children beuttesly extinguiſhed 3 as the-Great 
Gretius/hath obſerved. | i cls 
Avoid. Gentlemen as much;.as.paſlihle ; va- 
cancy, and to be unimployed, tor.a man:hath 
an ative and Vigorous Soul, and muſt be im- 
ployed.3. and no man need 10 truth. to; com- 
plain. of want: and imployment., that-hath.a 
mind and underſtanding to improve,,/ a Soul 
to fave, Now proper_imployment for Gen- 
tlemen (they being Scholars, and having time 
and leiſure.alſo) is the improvement; of -them- 
ſelves in knowledge and wiſdom 3. as;the. Sqn 
of Syrecþ obſerveth, Eccles. 38. 24. The wiſdom 
of a Learned man,. cometh by opporgunity of lex- 
ſure, and be that hath little buſineſs ſhall become 
-wiſe : And: Verſe 25-: And how can he get wiſ- 
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dom that hotdeth the Plow? &c. You have Learn» 
ing and*good Edneation, thoſe great helps by 
whichyou-are enabled (if you will) to improve 
your: ſelves much in Learning, in Wiſdom 
and Prudence, Ecclws.-1 4. 29: Blefſed 15 the man' 
that doth meditate good things in wiſdom, that 
reaſoncth of holy things with underſtanding. This 
ſure you: have moſt of *you great.Eftates, and: 
A great a&count to make'to Ged for thoſe ma- 
ny benefits and favours. yow enjoy from his 
bounty, #s1 mentioned before; you have there- 
fore leſstime of leiſure and vacancy*than you 
imagine, you have great things before you, 
Non wacat exiguis rebis adeſſe Jovi, Employ 
your ſelves, your Parts and Learning, and:op- 
portunity therefore,-to-improve your-Know- 
ledg-and Learning,” your Leiſure"and ' Time 
in the attainments of Wiidom and Vertue 3 
Keep ſounitl;wiſdom aiid diſcretion, ſo. ſhall they be 
life unto thy Soul, and Grace to thy Neck, Prov. 
"3. 21, 22; {And confider that Learning 45 unto 
a wiſe man- as an Ornament of Gold, and like 
a Bratelet upon bis Right Arm, Ecclus. 21. 21. 
Make'vſe 'of your capacious Souls;-and the 
great helps you have by Learning, Leiſure, 
and your Education, in improving of ' your 
ſelves," 'who have the whole Univerſe before 
you; ſtard not ſtill, and-ſpend your time in 
idle ſpeculation and gazing upon the variety 
of Created Beings, like the Animals - and 
Bryites, bat wiſely contemplate and conſider 
them ;_ There's room enough for the greateſt 


Wai, 


" ar) 
Wit, the moſt penetrating, exquiſite, and ca- 
pacious Mind,. wherein to ſpend it ſelf, while 
it ſubſiſts in this life. - And from theſe Streams ' 
let-them, viz. your Solus, | have recourſe to 
the Pountain, to the Supream Wiſdom, the 
Original Being, the Creator of all; who hath 
made every thing very good, yea, hath made: 
all things beautiful, every one 1n their ſeaſon.” 
Conlider- him, and give him the honour of all 
his works. And to help you herein, take in the 
aſſiſtance of the Son of Syrach, Ecclus. 4.3.26; —-: 
By his word all things conſiſt. And Verſe 35, We 
may ſpeak, much, and yet come ſhort, wherefore 11 
ſum he is all, Verſe ®8F How fhall we be ableto 
magnify him ? For he is great above all his works ,: 
Verſe 30. When you glorify the Lord, exalt him” 
as much as you can, even yet will he far exceed; 
and when you exalt him,put forth all your ſtrength, 
and be not weary, for you can never go far t- 
nough, | 

Conſider you have the Sacred Scriptures to 
ſtudy, the Life of the ever bleſſed Jeſus to 


contemplate it you be Chrittians ; endeavour 


to adorn and beautify your Souls with Divine 
Knowledge, with Virtne and Goodneſs, mark 
what Solomon faith, that Wiſdom is good with 
an Inheritance. Gentlemen, be like your ſelves, 
above other men invertue and true worth and 
goodnefs, make uſe of your Reaſon, for in 
this conſiſts mans great happineſs and excel: 
lency above Bruits ; take that wile advice, 
Ecclus. 18, 30. Go not after thy Luſts, but re- 


frain 


& 


frain thy ſlf from thy Apperze, Ami Chap, 19,5," | 


Whoſo taketh pleaſure in wickedneſs ſhall he con- 


demned, but be that reſiſteth Pleaſures, Crown- 


eth his Life. ; | 

Mind much the Education. of your Chil. 
dren, (you on whom God hath beſtowed 
that Bleſling) thoſe that bear your Character 
and Image, that are parts of your. ſelf. in 
' whom you will ſurvive your {ſelves in: this 
world even after you are dead ; employ your 
ſelves much in the care of their future well- 
doing : Ecclus. 7. 23. Haſt thou Children, juſtrutt 
them, and bow down their Necks from their Youth. 
Chap. 30. 8, 11.12, 18: Horfe not. broken 
becometh hegd-ſtrong, and a Child left to himſelf 


will be willfidl. Grove bim no liberty tn bus youth, 
ard wink, not at his follies, Bow dow his neck. 


while he is young, and beat him on the ſides while 
be is a Child, leſt he wax ſtubborn, and be diſ- 
evedient to thee, and ſo bring ſorrow to thing 
heart, Chaſtiſe thy Son, and hold him to1abour, 
left his lend behaviour be an offence to thee... And 
be ſure if ever you would have your, Chil- 
dren Vertuous and Good, be very carefulnot 
to give them il] example, for more eſpectally 
you Will find this true in them, that vivitur 
exemplis magis quam legibus ; therefore ex- 
\pe&t not Miracles ,* and that your Children 
ſhould be good, when you your ſelves aredaily 
examples before their eyes of Vice and Wic- 
kedneſs. - And be not too indulgent to your 
_- Children, .to their ruin and deſtruction, io 

It 


if -you would have them worth any thing, 
be content that they be-under ſomewhat a ſe- 
vere Diſcipline (i their tempers will bear it) 
for as; the Scriptures ſpeaketh, '/r is good for 
a man that be bear the yoak,in his youth, L.amen. 
3-27. It being moſt ſure, that Knowledge, 
Wiſdom and Virtue, are not born with them, 
but. muſt be acquired by them, and they muſt 
undergo ſome hardſhip and difficulty, ſome 
paifiand labour to acquire them, for And 
it is better to dye without Children, they to have 
them that are ungodly, Ecclus. 16. 3. Now by 
means of Religious and Vertuons Education, 
they are kept from Habit and | Cuftom in ſin, 
that ſecond nature, and ſo are more ealily 


conducted to the ways of all vertue and good- 


neſs. You have moſt of you great Eſtates to 
leave behind you to your Poſterity, it there- 
fore very much concerns you to endeavour, 
that. by, Education and Inſtruction they may 
be furniſhed with Religion, Learning, Vertue 
as well as with an eſtate, elſe they arein great 
danger/to prove -like a Ship without ballaſt, 
when ſhe comes to bear a great Sail, to be 
quickly  overſet and loſt : | Inſtil- into their 
young and tender minds Religion and Virtue 
by little and little, wherein if you have not 
A better, you may make uſe of this Scheme 
or brief draught of Religious and Yertuous 
Principles, 


Let 


Talk 
Works 

| Manners 
'Diet 
Let thy3 Apparel 
| Will 


Sleep 


; Prayers 


Recreations 


I Memory 


'f Thoughts 


-_ 


> Bee Sober . 


3 


rDivine, Awful, 

| | Godly; +: 

Little, Henelt , 
True; 


- | Profitable, Holy, 


. Charitable z.. 
Grave ,. Courte- 
ous, Chearful ; 
| Temperate,Con- 
| venient, Frugal; 
Neat , 
4 | Comelyg. 


| Conſtant, : Obe- 
-.; dient, Ready; 
Moderate, Quiet, . 


Seaſonable'z 


? Short Devout I 


Often ; 
Lawful , Brief , 
Seldom - | 
; Of Death, Puniſh- 
. ment, Glory. 


Next to the improvement of your Chil- 
dren, it will not be improper to mind the'im- 

oving of your Eſtates'for their future wel- 
how a brave and noble imployment for Gen- 
tlemen to-buſy themſelves in ; but chiefly con- 
ſider, that this is the happineſs of a great 
- Fortune, of agreat Eſtate, when it is an at- 
bendent to a Gentlemen of a Generous, Noble, 


and 


"© 45 ) 
and Vertuous mind, a liberal and open hand ; ' 
when Gentlemen live like themſelves, are 
men of publick Spirits, that look upon them- 
ſelves not born only for themſelves, that de- 
light in worthy. deſigns in doing good, who 
are of the temper of that famous Roman T7- 
ts, who (as it is ſtoried of him) uſed to ſay, 
Hodie non regnauvimus , quia neminem affecimus 
beneficio ; Who are not themſelves, if they 
are not doing good, and benefiting Mankind. 
O may our Gentlemen thus long live worthy 
Heroes, Examples of Vertue, Worth and 
Generolity to all men, and leave their fair E- 
ſtatesto a Vertuous and Generous Off-ſpring, 
Amen, 

Next to the care of your Children, you 
are attended ſuitable to your Grandure and 
Honour , with a numerous Train of Atten- 
dents, Officers and Servants, who are under 
your Care and Charge, and either mediately 
or immediately, are under your inſpection 


and overſight, in which your care and burden 


is increaſed, that they all behave themſelves 
as they ought to do in their ſeveral Offices . 
and Stations, and be no trouble nor diſhonour 
to you and certainly he may be truly ſaid 


(inourlicentious age) to be doubly bleſt, who 


hath Diligent, Faithful and Sober Servants 


to attend him : and although this 1s your Ho- 


nour and Dignity, yet in reſpect of the in- 
creaſe of your burden of care, this neceſſary 
grandure is but a kind of ſplendid mY 
5} : accord- 


aberding to that ſtory of him who ſaid, 1f the 
Gods. ſhould have offered him two bodies to 


be animated by him, . he would have refu-. 


ſd -that favour, becauſe he ſhould be troubled 
a double care for: them both ; but'if thecare 
alſo of your Servants Souls-be committed to 
you by God as well as their Bodies, as I doubt 
Divines will reſolve in- the affirmative, - your 
burthen is very much increaſed, and therefore 
it much concerneth Gentlemen, at leaſt to 
take care that they be well imployed, accord- 
ing to that advice, Ecrlus. 33.27. Send thy 
Servant to labour, that he be not idle, for idle: 
neſs teacheth much evil. 

And alſo whereas many of you are-called 
to be Magiſtrates, you have an other great 
truſt to undergo, to be aſſiſtant to your 
Prince, and under him, helping to govern the 
great Family of the Kingdom, in which (not 
only by ſeeing the 'good Laws put in Execu- 
tion, and not to lye by (as an Almanack out 
of date) but that they may reach MalefaCtors, 
and more eſpecially that publick peate may 
be preſerved ;) you may alſo. by reaſon of 
” yonr eminency of Place and Office, together 
with your Religious; Vertuous and good. Ex- 
ample, be a great means of Reformation of 
mens manners, you may ealily frame them to 
Religion, Honeſty, Peaceableneſs, Loyalty 
and Subjection ; that being a true Maxim, 
Null enim res multitudinem efficacius regit quam 


Religio : Yea even the Great Politician Aachavil - 


atteſts 
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atteſts the- truth of this 

true and intrinuck goodneſs and worth in Re« 
ligion atall;)and among the Egyptian Hierogly= 
phicks, they had this, (to tignify that Piety 
was tobe preferred to Impiety, and Religion 
to Atheiſm and the Contempr of a Superior 
power) they did 'PiCture a Sceptre, having 
on the top a Storks head, and ſupported upon 
the hoof of a River horſe; the Stork being an 
Emblem of Piety, which the Sceptre ſhould 
maintain and ſupport above the reach of. pro- 
phaneneſs, intimated by E hoof of the Ri- 
ver Horſe. Now you would certainly /by your 
eminency in Religion and goodneſs more ef- 
feCtually prevail upon the Common People to 
make them! good , than all the Sermons © 

your moſt Eloquent and Learned Doctors on 
whom you beftow (for I hope I may. not ſay 
unto whom you ſell) your Church-Livings. 

I humbly preſent before you,, how much 
good you may be Iuſtruments of if you pleaſe, 
even regulate a whole Country ; asalſo on the 
other hand , how by your Example in that 
which is evil, you will inevitably corrupt if 
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not damnthouſands beſides your ſelves; there- by, 4 


fore as you have any reſpect for your own 
- Souls, or any pity to the Souls of others, be- 
ware of giving ill example, of making other 
mens fins yours, for the beſt of us all will 
have ſins enough of our own to anſwer for, 
we need no bring the guilt of others upon us; 
I need not theretore caution you to take care 
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of ' that greateſt degree of wickedneſs ;--.in 
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tempting men by perſwaſions and importuni- 
ties to be dabauched and wicked; and to con- 
temn the Divine Laws, eſpecially to drown 
themſelves, their Reaſon, their Souls in 
Drink. 

Belides the care of your Families as afore- 
ſaid, many of you Gentlemen, may be choſen 
by your Countreys to aſſiſt in that great and 
moſt honourable Aſſembly, the high Court of 
Parliament of this Kingdom ; I necd not cau- 
tionyou I hope againſt Fanatiſciſm, the Weak- 
neſs, the Diſeaſe, the Plague of the Nation ; 
and certainly if ſo, it can never conſiſt with 
wiſdom to animate and cheriſh our Diſeaſe : 


Beſides it is that Tr70jan Horſe, with his Belly 


filled with Treaſonable and Seditious Princi- 
ples , deſtruCtive of all Government, with 
horrid and Seditious and Treaſonaþle Plots 


and Deſigns of Blood and Murder, even of 


Princes z- your own woful experience many of 
you will make you very ſenſible of that great 
miſchief which attends us in the growth of Fa- 
natickPrinciples among us.Of allViceand Wic- 
kedneſs, Fanatiſciſm or Religious Vice is the 
worlſt, for our Bleſſed Saviour could better 
bear with the Publicans and Sinners, the ve- 
ry Woman taken in Adultery, than the Proud 
and Inſolent Phanaticks of thoſe tines, the 
Scribes and Phariſees. I need not inform you, 
that (when in Parliament) you are as much 
Subjects to your Prince and Sovereign as be- 
fore, 
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fore, and as tnuch under the odligativri of 
Loyalty and Allegiance : And therefore it 
muſt needs ill become you there either to ex=- 
erciſe any Arbitrary power over your fellow 
SubjeCts (not under your Jurifdiction)-nwch 
leſs to make any attempts or afſaufts-hpon the 
Crown; by endeavouring to encroach upon 
the unqueſtionable Prerogative of your Ptince, 
although it be intended only to ſtcare the peo- 
ples Liberties. For I humbly conceive they 
are both well ſecured in the fundaniental con- 
ſtitutions of our Government, which conſti- 
tutions ought to be as ſacred to us as the Laws 
of the Meads and Perſians. Thetefore allen- 
croachments upon the Prerogatives -6f the 
Crown maſt needs weaken the Government, 
as I humbly conceive, by raking out as it were 
a Corner Stone of the Ancient Fabriek; which 
muſt needs be deſtructive of the whole Build- 
ing ; which I think plain experience (the beſt 
Inttructor) hath ſafficiently taught us. 
What was the fatal conſequences of thoſe 
groſs and abominable incroachinents by the ,, 
long Parliament in 1641, and 1642;/upot th 
Prerogatives of the Prince, in urging him to 
make themſelves perpetual,- which at laſt they 
extorted from him, and then further impor- 
tuning him even by tumults, and (as It were) 
forcing. him againſt his conſcience to conſent 
ro cut off one of the wiſeſt heads he had m 
his Kingdom, yca one of his faithful and reſo- 
Inte Councellors, and that for an accumulative 
E "BY eaſ0ny 


\ eta ana te.” 
55 OS. © Bs 


Py SEA 6 cM 
£ Lt 4%. w —Y 


© Treaſon, ' a thing never heard of in the world ' 
before, ,and ordered by themſelves never after 
be drawn into. preſident again. And after their 
challenging and entering upon the Militia, &c. 
. what wasi the, of all which, but: many- years 
War, Confuſion and Blood, the ruin and.de- 
_vaſtation of the Kingdom; . the overthrow of 
the Government both in Church and: State, 
the deſtruction of their Prince, Sothat thoſe 
groſs and; abſurd: incurfions upon the'Preroga- 
tive were ſo far freeing the Subject of their 
. grievances, that that Aſſembly was the greateſt 
- Erievance this. Nation ever lay under, and had 
certalaly, by Gods juſt judgment ended 1n our 
everlaſting ſlavery to,Tyrants and Uſurpers, 
and; a ſtanding Army, had not the Almighty 
in midſt of judgment. remembred mercy, and 
miraculouſly delivered us from it; by the hap- 
py. reſtayration of his Majeſty our preſent So- « ! 
vereign and; and-canwe ſoſoonforget all this? | 
You well know. Gentlemen that: one-String in 
an-Inſtrument being ſcrued up too high, ſpoil- 
. -£th the Harmony and Mulick thereof, as alſo } 
| =, that in equal diſtrubution of the humours in | 
b; the body of man-confiſteth the health and ; 
 £ welfare of it : So dqubtleſs it is'in-the Body 
Politick, when Ceſar without : grudging , en- 
joys what is Ceſars, and God the things that 
belong to-him and his Church, andthe Subject 
what 1s theirs. | 
I ſuppoſe it- prepoſterous to caution you to | 
take care of ſecuring the Peoples. Liberties, + 
which 


- 


which would faintly imply that they were itt 
ſome danger, which I am ſure we have no 
cauſe to fear, while we enjoy 'our 'Gra- 
cious Prince; who abhors to invade any one 
of them. - Therefore how happy might we be 
in this Nation, if our Parliaments would meet 
as they uſed to do in Queen El;zabeths days, 
full of Religion, Love and Loyalty ? And 
why ſhould it not rather be ſo now in our days, 
when we have as mild and deſerving a Prince 
as ſhe was, and I think as far off any incroach- 
ments upon his Subjects as ſhe, if not further. 
And although it is well 'known ſhe borrowed 
great Sums»- of Money of her Subjects upon 
her Privy Seals,” that ſhe never repaid again, 
yet ſhe' never met with any Parhament either 
to deny her a ſupply of Hers and the King- 
doms 'Exigencies, much leſs tolay reſtraints 
upon her, net to borrow any Money upon her 
own Revenue. - | ; 

I beſeech you Gentlemen confider , why 
ſhould the diſcovery of a late Popiſh Plot 
have thoſe dreadful effefts upon ns, as to in- 
toxicate us, and bereave- us of our Wits-an& 
Reaſon, make us turn Atheiſts, Schiſmaticks > 
and Rebels; but rather make us more wiſe, 
wary and united in Loyalty to our Prince, and 
love to one another ? Why ſhould it other- 
wiſe operate upon- us, - than the diſcovery 
of thoſe many Popiſh Plots and Deſigns did 
in her days And why ſhould it be otherwiſe 
with us nowÞ I ſee no reaſon, except it be 
K 2 out 
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out -of deſign of fome. wicked Perſons, who 
reſolve to-make noſe of the ſaid diſcovery, and 
to the overthrow of the Gevernment both in 
Church: and State. and ſo make the diſcovery 
of the Popiſh Plot to be a means to make it 
prove effectualupon us, which hath been made 
too manifeſt of late by the diſcovery of the 
late Fanatick Plot and Aflociation : "And 
therefore no wonder that Charles the: Second, 
(I was going to ſay Charles the Great) having 
lived to ſee and feel the diſmal effects of un- 
juſt uſurpations upon the juſt and undoubted 
Prerogatives of the Crown in his Fathers days, 
as aforeſaid, that he'is ſo wiſe and well in- 
ſtruttedat preſent, as to be very-aice and ten- 
der uponany ſuch new attempts, and that he 1s 
ſo reſolute and. juſt to himlelf, as when his 
Subjects by their diſloyal and undutiful car- 
riage, and{editious murmuring againſt him, 
make his Crown to ſhake, with both his hands 
to lay hold of it, and keep it ſteddy. 

I hope Gentlemen, 1 need not wiſh you to 
keep cloſe to the - true Chriſtian Proteſtant 
Principles of the Church of England, a Church 
famous for L oyalty, never yet tainted in that 
kind to this day ; and that at your next meet- 
ing in Parliament, leaving your animoſities 
and prejudices behind you ( where there is 
any,) you will meet with your hearts full of 
Loyalty to your Gracious Prince, and full of 
indignation againſt his and the, Kingdoms E- 
nemies, all wicked and deſperate Fanaticks 
and 
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and their Aſſociations, their horrid Plots and 
Conſpiracies : For you may pleaſe Gentlerhen 
to ſee, that when men, yea wife men in re- 
pute, cheriſh in themſelves prejudices and difſ- 
contents, and ſuffer their pailions to prevail 
and be uppermoſt, whether preſently they are 
hurried with a torrent to thoſe horrid vil- 
lanies not (it may be) thought of before. And 
oh that St. Stephens Chappel might for ever 
hereafter be dedicated to the Goddeſs Har. 
0n1a, that there might never be heard of in 
that place any differences in that Aſſembly 
there met, either among themſelves, or with 
their Sovercign, or any of the other Eſtates z 
and then I may I think be ſo bold as to affirm 
that we in this Nation ſhall have great cauſe 
to rejoyce, as being freed from the greateſt 
grievance that of late years we in this Nation 
have layn under. | ; 

And I humbly beſeech you to conſider, that 
Religion of all things ought to be well mana- 
ged by Prudence, Wiſdom, by Order and 
Government, for eiſe certainly. it denerates 
ito Madneſs, Folly and Sedition ; that there- 
fore the promoting of true and ſound Relt-.-.. 
gion, and preſerving it pure from corrupt, > 
wicked and Seditious Dotrines and opinions, 
and promoting the honour of God thereby : 
As it is doubtleſs the great intereſt and con- : 
cern of Princes and Governours, fo it is alſo 
the great intereſt and happineſs of their Sub- 
jects, of us all from the higheſt to the lowelk, 


Why therefore we ſhould not all of us make 
jt bur buſineſs ſtrongly to promote and ad- 
vance it, being ſo excellent, ſo advantageous, 
I ſee no reaſon, for none but Fools and Mad- 
men will act againſt their greateſt intereſt 
and concern. 'The Chriſtian Religion was 
never brought into the world by the Prince 
of Peace, to diſturb-States and Kingdoms , 
for it is in its own nature peaceable, as St. 
James ſpeaks, 5.12. A Goſpel of Peace. So 
that whereas it is truly ſaid of men of Har- 
monious and Peaceable Spirits and Principles, 
that there is much of God in ſuch Perſons : 
So by the-Rule of Contraries, in men of Se- 
ditious Tenents and Opinions of Schiſmatical 
and Contentious Spirits, (may be truly ſaid) 
that there doubtleſs is- much of the Devil, 
whateyer their Pretences þe to Sobriety and 
Religion : For herein without doubt the De- 
y1l is ſtrangely-in our days transformed into 
an Angel of Light, and deceives many; from 
which we may well pray that God would de- 
liver us in this Nation. 

And therefore Magiſtrates may ſafely ſup- 
greſs thatReligion whoſe Principles and Do- 
Ctrines are againſt Government , againſt the 
peace and welfare of Mankind, for ſuch a de- 
bauched and corrupted Religion is not from 
God, but from the: Devil the Enemy of God, 
and deſigner of miſchief and ruin to Man- 
kind ; beſides when ſuch Principles are incor- 
porated into mens Religion, it makes _ 
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moſt ſavagely cruel againſt all their Oppo- 
ſers, when they have opportunity, ſuppoſing ' 
them Gods Enemies, and therefore their cru- 
elty how inhumane ſoever, will be accounted 
no other than their Vertue, their Zeal for 
the Honour and Cauſe of God and his Peo- 
ple. | | | 

Gentlemen, take heed of Habits and Cu- 
ſtoms in ſin, Habits and Cuſtom makes things 
eaſy and delightful to us, which otherwiſe 
would be hard and difficult ; this would ren- 
der the duties.of Religion and Vertue very: 
acceptable and eaſy to you, I hope I need not 
wiſh you therefore to habituate your ſelves 
theret9, nor to uſe many Arguments to per- 
{wade you to beware of making the practiſe 
of Sin and Vice familiar and eaſy to you, 
which certainly lead to the Chambers of Death 
and* Hell ; and Can the Ethiopian change his 
Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? then may ye aiſo 
do good, that are accuſtomed to evil, Jer. 13.23. 
My Son haſt thou ſinned (faith the Son of Sy- 
rach) do ſo no more, but ask pardon for thy 
former Sins. Flee from Sin as from the face of 
a Serpent, for if thou comeſt too near it, 1t will 


© bite thee, the teeth thereof are the Teeth of a 


Lion, ſlaying the Souls of men. He that hateth 
to be reproved, 4s in the way of. Sinners ;, but he 
that feareth the Lord, will repent from his heaxyt. 
Ecclus. 21. 1, 2. And Chap. 5. 6, 7. Concerning 
Propitiation, be not without fear ts add Sin unto 
Sin, and ſay not his mercy ts great, he will be pa- 

E 4 cified 


cified for the multitude my. Sins, for mere 
pry him, and ri ers Xu — 
Sinners. Make 10 tarrying to come unto the Lord, 
and put not off from day to day,$c. As a late wor- 
thy Author obſerves, many vicious Habits by 
corrupt and evil ufages, which we were drawn 
into at firſt by pleaſure and vanity in our 
young nad incontderate years, while we were 
led hy. the directions of ſenſe; theſe by fre- 
Jens atts grow at laſt into habits, which 
though 1n their beginning they were tender as 
a Plant, and eaſy to have been cryſhed or 
blaſted, yet time and uſe hardens them into 
the firmneſs of an Oak, that braves the wea- 
ther, and can endure the ſtroak of the Ax and 
Strong Arm: And as another .very worthy 
Author hath it, every fin the oftner it 1s com- 
mitted, the more 1t acquireth in the quality 
of evil, as it ſucceeds in time, fo it progeeds 
into degrees of badneſs, for 2s they proceed 
they ever multiply, and like Figures in Arith- 
metick, the l:ſt ſtands for more than all that 
went before 1t. 

Conſider that many times evil education, 
wicked examples, but eſpecially long cuſtom 
and contizuancein fin, hath bred inus a habit 
and a kind of neceſlity. of finning (which 1s 
molt deploxable,) and then preſently cxiginal 
{12 and weakneſs of our nature bear the 
blame ;. byt a yery Heathen Hiſtorian could 
oblerye this.exror in men, and ſay, Falfo. que- 
FIRM GR Atta [A genus bumanum, {04 inves) 
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Is fit. And alas! It is epr neglect and care« 
leineſs is the Sleep the Devil takes advantage 
of ; ſhall therefore the confeſſion of our Mos 
bility todo what we ought, excule us all if we 
do not what we are able; asa late worthy hath 
obſerved, Ecelus. 32,17. A ſinful man will 
not be reproved, but findeth an excuſe according 
to bis will, Chap. 15. Verie 12.16, 17. Say 
26t thou he bath cauſed me to err, for he hath no 
need of the ſinful man. He hath ſet Fire and 
Water. before thee, ſtretch forth thy hand 10 
whether thou wilt. Before man is Life and 
Death, 2nd whether him liketh ſhall be given 
him. 

For the preventing this miſchief of -evil 
habits, and to further you in vertue and 
gooneſs, take heed of all occaſions of Sinand 
Vice; make your voluntary chaiſe of the $0- 
ciety and Company of thoſe that are good, 
that are Sober, Temperate and Vertuous. Ir 
is obſerved by one, as I remember, it is Sir 
Walter Ranghley, that a man may be known 
what he is by theſe three things, by his 
Cloathes, by his Diſcourſe, and by his Com- 
pany that he uſually converſeth with ; ac- 
cording to that ſaying, Ecclus. t 3. 16, 17. All 
Fleſh conſorteth according to kind, and a man 
will cleave to bus like. What fellowſhip bath: the 
Wolf with the Lamb? $o the Sinner with the 
Godly? Therefore chooſe the company of 
thoſe that are good and vertuous, for occa- 
fionally yop will often be caſt into the — 

of 


and ſtand upon your watch. 

But: be covetous of good Company,” good 
Society 1s a fingular-means not only to cheer 
and refreſh your Spirits, but to quicken and 
improve your mind alfo in wiſdom and ver- 
tne, (as a late worthy Divine obſerves,) and 
further diſcourſes thus , the joy of one ſoul 
is no joy, ſay the Hebrews in their common 
Proverb.; which is much what the ſame with 
that of the Greeks, One man is no man: Good 
Company will divert our thonghts, and yet 
not. let us ſpend our time unprofitably , it 


will. make us chearful, and yet wiſe and ſe- 


rious ; it will delight us, and do no harm, but 
rather make us much better, to which I may 
add their Example would teach us allo. 
Therefore, to the end to promote and fur- 
ther the welfareof your minds, to have un- 
derſtanding and well inſtructed ſouls to fix 
upon you rhe habits of vertue, how exceed- 
ingly neceſſary would it be in every Gentle- 
aans Family, (whoſe Eſtate will bear it) to 
have a conſtant ſtanding Chaplain, not only 
for the Divine Offices, but to converſe with 
the whole Family, for the promoting of Re- 
ligion, Knowledge, Vertue in the ſame; a man 
of Piety, Learning, Wiſdom and Sobriety , 
whoſe very daily Example would teach and. 
inſtruct the Family. I have ſometimes thought 
that the very preſence of a Grave Perion, if 
IT 


of thoſe thoſe that are evil, which you muſt 
patiently diſpence- with 'as well as you can , 
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it were but a Capuchin Fryer, by being reſi- 
dentin a Gentlemans Family (although he had - 
never ſpoke one word to them). would have 
ſtrangely overawed the Family, and impreſt 
ſomewhat of the ſence of God and Religion 
upon their Spirits ; for this is by experience 
found molt true, that what is conveyed into 
our minds by the Eye, doth very ſtrongly af- 
fect, us. But however I may be miſtaken in 
this, I am ſure a Pious and Prudent Proteſtant 
Divine, by his conſtant Example, together 
with his fervent Devotion, his familiar and 
friendly, yet grave and Chriſtian Rebukes, 
Admonitions, Exhortations, might be a very 
great and effeftual means of reforming and 
benefiting, and as it were hallowing Noble- 
mens and Gentlemens Families and Habita- 
tions, and putting them under the ſpecial care 
of Heaven. 

And as for the charge of maintaining ſuch- 
a one, as much might poſſibly be well ſpared 
from the ſupertluities and Exceſles of the Fa- 
mily.,, that might defray that charge; and 
and the benefit and profit to the Family, would 
manifold countervail the Expence thereof : 
And what a great means may this be, to fur- 
niſh the young Gentlemen of the Family with 
a ſtock of Knowledge and Learning, who 
will not otherwiſe be at the pains and hard 
- ſtudy in an Univerſity, or elſewhere to at- 
tain the ſame ; and alſo would daily im- 
prove the whole Familily in Religion and 
Yertue? | And 


(oy 
And whereas it muſt needs be as neceſſary 
at leaſt often to converſe with a Spiritual 
Guide and Director, for the ſafety and wel- 
fare of our Souls, as to converſe with a Phy- 
ſitian about the health of our Bodies, or an 
able Lawyer about our Eſtates: Such a Re- 
verend, Learned ad Picus Perſon may prove 
to you therefore 2 g00d Spiritual Phyſitian ; 
for as the laid worthy Author aforeſaid difſ- 
courſes, there is no ſmall ſafety-in taking a 
good Guide by the hand at all times, he will be 
as good as a Pilot to ſteer your Soul, when you 
are toſſed (likea Ship 1n a dangerous Sea and 
dark night) in the doubts and waverings of 
your mind ; yea in your belt Eſtate he may 
be of fingular uſe to you to keep you within 
the bounds of Prudence: a Ship needs a Pilot 
in fair weather as well as in a Storm, towhom 
when you have committed your felt, look 
vpon him as your Genius or Tutelary An- 
el. 
: It is too much preſumption and careleſs 
confidence, to rely upon your own Counſel 
alone, in the ſettlement of your everlaſting 
State, or in the cure of thoſe diſorders and 


| diſtempers in your mind, which threaten dan- 


ger; we ought to take good advice, and for 
fear of miſtake, have the judgment of ſome 
more skilful Perſon to ſecure us as well as 
our own, as the ſaid Author obſerves. And as 
the Reverend the Dean of Canterbury hath 
lately told us, This pratice is the taking = 
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beſt means of Inſtraftion and guidance which 
God hath vouchſafed to vs; it was the ap- 
pointment of God himſelf under the Law, 
The Prieſts Lips ſhall preſerve knowledge, and 
thou ſhalt ſeek the Imw at his month; which 
duty is ſtill obligatory to us under the Goſe 
pel, it being the Miniſters of the Goſpel their 
proper Province, to be Inſtruttors and Guides 
to you : Yea although they may ſometimes 
fail in their Converſations, as our bleſſed Sa- 
viour commanded his Followers to hearken 
to the Scribes and Phariſees that fat in Moſes 
his ſeat, and to do what they preached, al- 
though they did fay and not do, we are to 
follow our Guides as they are Followers of 
Chrilt. | 
And without queſtion it was never the in- 
tentions off our firſt Reformers, to diſcourage 
adviſing with our Spiritual Guides, when they 
caſt of Auricular confeſſion, as it was then 
cuſtomarily and corruptly uſed, yea. much a- 
buſed in the Church of Komc, but thought It 
very expedient for Chriſtians often to con- 
verſewith their Miniſters and Spiritual Guide 
about the State of their Souls, and therefor 
directed the uſe of it in preparation to the Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper ; and it is much to 
be lamented in our days, to ſee men ſo eager- 
ly and often to run to their Phyſitians about 
their healths, and to their Lawyers about 
the concerns of their Eſtates, and yet never 
in all their lives converſed with a skilful and 
| learned 


_— _ 


learned Divine about the welfate of their 
immortal Souls,' or to make uſe of that que- 
ſtion of the honeſt Jaylor, What ſhall Tao to 
be ſaved? or of the young man to our bleſſed 
Saviour, What muſt. I wlo td. do the works of 
God ? 

Having good: Company, make uſe of - law- 
ful Diverſions and Recreations, but make not 
Recreations your buſineſs but your divertiſe- 
ment, and that yon may be more fitted for 
the greater buſineſs of your lives ; but be ſire 
to abhor to recreate your ſelves tn fin; Re- 
joyce not in iniquity, for Ye its cujus” gau- 
dium crimen habet. | 

Let it be: your choice and earneſt deſire to 
converſe as much as you can with thoſe that 
are vertvous and good,” both the dead and 1i- 
ving ; often read the-Lives and Actions of Fa- 
|» mous,. Pious and Renowned men, that have 
lived in the ſeveral Ages of the world, by of- 
ten converfing with them, it may (tnitime) 
make you like them, for with ſuch as -you 
moſt converſe with, you will pertake ſame- 


hor of their Temper and Manners , and by 


F converſing with the good, you will be great 


victous, I] need not again caution you to avoid 
the Plague. £ 
Let the Royal Martyr your late Sovereign 
of bleſled memory, by an example continu- 
ally before you of Religion, Vertue and Good- 
neſs, view the Picture of his pious Soul, that 


It 


gainers by the bargain ; andas for the and 4 


_ it may: inkindle holy flames in your Breaſts; 
and to your Martyred Sovereign Charles the 
firſt, may I add the. example of Lewis the 

; 1 . Thirteenth of France; :Contemporary with 
him, both Pious Princes, and exerciſed with 
.great troubles, It 'is related of him by our 
| own Country-man 'Mr.' fames Howel, who 
hath wrote: a Hiſtory of his Life and Reign; 
! Firſt as to his tronbles, that he ſuppreſt thir- 
.teen ſeveral Civil-wars or Rebellions, two of 
-which. when he was but Thirteen years of 
age : Then as to his Piety and Vertue, the 
ſaid Hiſtorian relates, that he was pious to an 
| intenſe degree, for though he was not known 
.to be ſubject to any vice, yet would be-on his 
:Knees'to his Ghoſtly Father every week, ra- 
ther to refreſh (as one ſaid) then to cleanſe 
-his conſcience by confeſſion : nor in his Prayers 
| .had: he as much cauſe to ask pardon as perſe- 
verance ;. defefts he had , but. ſcarce any 
faults;. thoſe rays which inlightened his brain, 
| deſcended to his heart, -and became Fire, ſo 
| fervently uſed he to be .in his way of Devo- 


tion 3. and: when he had paſſed his' nonage \ 


he faid, I am now a Major to all the world, ; 
except my- Motber, to whom I ſhall {till be a 3 
Minor. At hisentrance to-a Town called Par, | 
when but a Youth, the Inhabitants bringing a 
Canopy to carry over his head, he asked whe- 
ther there was ever a Church in the Town ? 
Being anſwered no, he ſaid he would receive 
no honour where God Almighty had no Houſe 
to 
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| t6 be Honoured in. Abd into allnther Towns - 
where he entered as Gonquetour , he woutd 
give expreſs command that none ſhould cry 
Vive le Roy, during the time of Proceſſion. 
And he pur out ſundry: Proclamations againſt 
Swearers, againſt Pride in Apparel, (for he 
went uſually very phdin;) as alſo. againſt 
Daels: And the laſt was: ſo ſtrict; that both 
the Appellant and Defendent, whoſoever did 
ſurvive, ſhould ſuffer death without mercy, 
and be deprived of Chriſtian burial, but-both 
rot upon fhe Gallows with their heels up- 
wards. | 

To which I may alſo add not unhtly, the 
Vertuous and Chriſtian life of Monſieur de 
Renty, a Noble-man of France, who alſo was 
contemporary with the faid Prince, and: was 
one of his Counſel, which is tranſlated: into 

Engliſh, and printed divers years paſt, a tract 
worthy the peruſal of all Gentlemen, 

And it is fonad by daily experience;,. that 
things of all forts which come from Fraxce 
are mightily taking with. our Engliſh Gentry 
! hope therefore theſe worthy Preſidents of 
Religion ard Vertue, will be acceptable to 
you, Where you may meet with ſolid Piety 
and Vertve, afid that A la node de France , 
which therefore may the rather find accep- 
tance with you. And if you ſhould object 
that theſe laſt mentioned were Papiſts, I an- 
{ſwer, as for what you find ſavouring of 'St- 
perſtition, you may plecſe in Charity to. paſs 

It 
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eſpecially when theſe: may ſerve 
you, who think your felves chore ilkuminarett 


nr wy you to be darkened with ſonte Er- 

rors , how much you oy ok perks he. 

lame, cnjoyiag more Truth, leſt Er- 
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Motive! 4 to Vertue ard Gonleeſt,,. as fol- 
;| That it is not only Birth a anll ar 
Ef thut wiahes #; traly Gentlemen, 
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or Wakes tt M0; but Pettit and Goods 


neſs... 


"YEntleneh; 1 biidbly requeſt you to 60n- 
ſider in ſhore, it is not only Birth ant 
Eftre thic makes « man ervly happy for 
inany [Times wealth ahd grandure : Ie utder 
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| NEE Re: become as Fuet:tq mens 


lnſts; <ncourageandiembolden them'the:more 
in-finz:iy ameans' tb debanch, thei minds, to 
deaf rhankinls invice and wickedtichs,, de- 


f owe eee God -and: his Laws, ipjuring and 'op- 


'thoſe:in; their power by. means of 


Fea: ide,' Paflion, Luſt,. Envy: and: Re- 
. VENgea, And-can there be a more formidable 
-miſchiof :and 'nnbappineſs to ' man than this 
-ſtateiamt condition, :when their.,wealth and 
-fulneſs of: all Goſs: bleſſings, leads-them to be 


' [More 'impious: and wicked, .when they lean 


-upontheir wealth, while they fall from God ; 

when,they think as Fulia Auguſtus's daughter 
did, who being taxed for her too wanton and 
liceptious living ,.and counſelled..to conform 


| her ſelf to the Sobriety and Gravity of her 


Father, Anſwered, Pater mp obliviſcitur ſeeſſe 
Ceſarem; Egb wero hejini me-eſſe Ceſarss Fi- 
liam, Thus greatneſs is Ry taken to 


be; apripitkdge to-ſin;.” <.\ 
But &rue Geverolity: andGencility: doubtleſs 


contig: Gefrr'$,did in Gravity'and Sooriety | 


inReli gion,. ertue and Loy- 
SOME Ti ry ence, lars 
neſs ; (for I have read of Seneca, that he ſhould 
ſay, 'That this was true Wiſdom and Happi- 
-neſs 'to'-have. a: purified heart ) for; in theſe 
true/generoſity and nobleneſs of Spirit do'con- 
Aift ; theſe will beautify a man, and:cauſe him 
"to: have reſpedts and» honour although he be 
.cleathed with _ this wilt make; his Face 
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hath a Dinool, ing ws glittering 
ſome man hath a Fli 2 hards: 
picable fortune, ler biſih ow. the ſa 
and care in Poliſhing and Cutting of. ; 
ter, as we wauld or could. have done on the 
former, aud be confident it will be as highly 
valued (if not more highly rewarded) by 
God, who is ns atcepter of Perſons, but 
accepteth_, every , man; accotding .to, what 
he hath, and not ,according to wh he hath 


Let us truly conſider , that Gentility and * 
Nobility firſt aroſe from heroick,. noble and 
generous Enterpriſes and Deſigns, eithe wrt 
eſpecially for the honour of God, 

his true Religion, the ſupport ahd hanour of 
the Prince, Gods Vicegerent, aid the publick | 
Weal, for the general good; ſo att if could 
not. be ſaid. of any one of them; Urilis  ipſe ſibi 


| fore inailis orbi ; for he was one of a Pub- 
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for youTes-y daily! experience the 
multi lying of dangers and hazards thar ar- 
ren Ypoki'ig al poi i Morals i in this-vally of 
Tears; and how: (aliat'as the Sirred Scri 
xures' teſtify} The evit-Spiritsart daily and 
hourlyWatclifuf cotnfchiet and-hdfr'us; both 
Soul and mor Ter te Dovid isfalt Toyo - 
bot like \ ' Bibnn, -ſteksd 18 whom he- may 
devory*' Atlas Th Wotead of 'Plutarch, 'who 
relates vat © it was the generat opiriion of An 
cicat” titties, *that'thete was in rhe Aly certain 
fairly 3nd'mH6volent Spirits and/Demons,who 
were etfdeavoyring toda all the miſchief poſ- 
fibſe? t5'Mankind on Earth : Howhuch there- 
fore 'dotly Ir-contern'" 187} that we'do' not by 
'\our' {fs Vahd wicked tives forfeit our intereſt 
in the rotection of he Almighty--and his 
Woes his Miniftrihg Spirits? who as 
d'Sir Thoma' Bxvwn'obſerves, have 
 ah# good: will to man; 'and 
Ky conreeons 'Offices for us3-his words 
; therefore -n©: certain 
yr ere *tisnodad methol 
tibever perfettion | wefind 


and abſolute wang: nerd untd:them;” He 
| farther goes on,” 1:eguld eaſity believe, that 
., not only whole Countries , bat particular 
ns have their Tutelary and Guardian An- 
'pels; which is not anew opinion of the Church 
© Rome; but. an'old one of Pythagoras and 
Plato; 


m—_ 


on wana mn 65 as oa. oo oce.c.c. 
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Plato.y bg thoſe Noble cll\nce$-18} Heaven, 
bear a friendly regazd. unto: their; fellow na 
tare: on Exrthoandtherefore he believes that 
thoge many Pr Ig1CS and OMINOUS PLOgNes, 
ſticks hich oe 


Demons, who we nothing but miſchief 
77 


gether. | 
What great caufe have we to pray as our 
Church well direfts us in the Collect upon 
Michiel day ? O everlaſting God, who haſt 
Ordained and Conſtituted the ſervices of An- 
gels and men in a wonderful order , merct- 
Ily grant, that as thy holy Angels alway ? 

F 4 do 


77 

do thes arvee in Hewvr, ops 
ment; "they may fecour wr apps 
earth + rhrough Jens ogy our Lord. Ft 
PN. 

Vertue and erue Goodneſs would not only 
render you #ruly Rich, Honourable-2nd Hap- 
Py in the" injoyn it of that foll ſatisfaction, 
;m the ſerenity edlmitefd ind quiet of Mind, 


hat trad gl has Ppetwiinm ante 
EET pineR"and wel- 
oy Sn the 


\— Angels; and at 'laſt will 
Erown EIT. Henour , Glory and- Im- 
gen br atet: inthe ſighoſ Fivavens: | 
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A. word by the by to the Reverend. Chroy 
of- tbe Church 4 England, 4 45 now 
| Low Eftabliſhf | 


M' I add a word or two without offence 
ns a digrefſion) to our Reverend-and 
erthy Clergy, whom I hope I may place 
ir Bl being Scholars ;z'(he that is 
a Scholar —_ one principal part, if not 
the beſt | a Gentleman,) theit calling 
and imployment alfo' high, excellent and fa- 
cred (if the ſervice of the hight Lord he - 
the higheſt and beſt ſervice m the world) 


 Kaving been ſometimes: as I -intitwated before 


the ent, xc no of '\Kings and" Pritices,, who! 
wefe'dorh Kings and Priefts ; whietr: _— 
refs and 0 nity of Office will ovee 


God ack 
which" mi be reopen odours 
of. bf all the Atheiſts 
edaiſchers, with'rhet®'great Putrotis,: 

_— Octinur, nel ran: 


WEE Excellency, Dignity, Sacredneſs 
TOR + =, Few, thei very' 7 Verbs 
and Imocency, will putt 
Lies they ſhonkd be in'their Comver- 
| ations; 


—_— 
Fations; 3 Tho therefore I need not : mind any 


of them to have a Lew of being car- 


ried away by the 'im $*current of in- 
temperance and —_ ſo abqunding in oyr 
days. I hope I need not *cution them't6 be 
reſolute in: vertue and godneſs, for- as 'one 
ſaid very well in honeſt Principles, it isgood 
to be Yir rigide innocentie, which I have _ 
Livy ſhopld fay of Cato,! Debere ineſſe 9 
Ws £Ommmaciam 5 to be pertinaci My 
gootineſs, 4s : commendable, in them. :,;}-. 
not. wiſh;them to endeavour to. ſtop:the: ea 
or that they of all others, would however add 
no fuel to:theſe Flames, z) but. have ai-great 

care and; watchfulneſs that they do x Want” 
grcſs the Divine Laws, and offend 
any kind, ;and thereby open the mouths of 
theirs: avs the, ChurchesEnemies. . Oh,chak 
they: (if-it were poſlible) jmight be all;great 
ezamples:of | Juſtice, ;Rightequſnebs,' Tempe: 
perance and Moderation, and.all ather. Ghrie: 
{tian Grages 3 that their.Converſations-might: 
he ever Holy and Rexpanl fo and theinaffectic- 
ens-aboyeoearthly. things; at, they; would. 
Keneriie{hwn indiceys 4 og hey; of all Tphers: 
Gould nat; forget thats le. of the Father 
Quanty fatiles. ilicita ginebit., qui\eriays licia. 
verebitur 7 Tt. is wiſdom ſome times even £@; 
hun things that are lawful, that wemay not 

run into: the wnlawful. : And It-thate Feilens, 
and worthy ſaying of the; famous Dr; Keys 
be ever in your.;heaxts.ayd minds,., who.be 


£ 


"7s 5 
too"vmuch intent upon his Studies-to the pre- 
udice of his Health as was thought, be- 
ng adviſed by a'friend, Nor perdere ſubſtan- 
tiam propreri accidentia, he preſently: replyed, 
Nee propter vivendi vitam perdere Canſam. 

Fhope yon . will; be all as reſolute for God 
and his: Laws, atleaſt as wicked-::nmen are 
for the Devil, and: his works of darkneſs z and 
that at all times with Wiſdom. and Courage 
you 'will own your Lord and. Maſter the ever 


bleſſed Jeſus, and'do your duties 'in 'Exhor- 


ration, Admonition , Reproof, in Chriſtian 
Advice and: Counſel z but more eſpecially by 
your, 'Converſations,. your conſtanx:deport- 
ment: according to the holy Chriſtian Reli- 
gion-y 'difconnrenancing of all '{in, but: more 
eſpecially this Epidemical, this: growing ſin 

Swiniſh-Drunkenneſs, ſo much abounding 
among us in this Nation ; that 10:it may be 
truly'faiq of every one of - you, Planvir ruinas 
animarum. , God requires this of. you, as yon 
well-know; that you-ſhould be'the Salt of the 


earth, ſeaſoning ll places and'albcompanies 


where you come with Religion and. Good- 
neſs: And althouglirit: wilt be your lot to 


'conyerſe ſometimes: with Publicans: and- Sin- 


ners,' as your Lond:and Maſter did; yet let 


.It be always to reclaim: them ,-:to do them 
- good, and more eſpecially to- give them good 
Example, as he:did:; but: by no means to in- 


courage them :in their Sins by ill Example , 


for you know.that: Suader loquentis vita non 


Oratio, 


ares; and Diet fatti | <feinibns me: 


"thre vendof = Gentlewoman tha reel 
this accouat, kvamngun- 
der a —— that. P#eached Allen. 
ty, was very Learned, but. lived very Lickn- 
tioudy, and this was no wonder, for.ſhe fav 
plainly, that he was. but. in jeft when he1was 
#h the Pulpit, and thatihe-did-not realy; be- 
lieve hanſelf! what he: preach'd/. tdi others, 
and tgnanance: wilt think why: fhould ir-fear, 


white 'Rwoiwledge dares menture?:Andralas! , 


Diltn fabtia defuientihua, what do they fgmiby ? 
Bus Þ hope 1 ſhall not be nafanderſiood, that 
bergy F intend to-aſperfe the Sacred Fundtion 
in general, far be it from: my thoughts,.:for 
Jang verity perſwaded;, that che: Church, of 
is; through the. good providence of 
Gods: and'the wiſe candut/ and incourage- 
ment 'of-: the Governours thereaf, ) bleſt at 
preſent. with as Learned; Able, Orthodox 
and Pions a Yaniftry in:general; as. ever; - 
fibly it had finee the fiſt Reformation of *R 


z —_ 
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to-ovr warthy-Cle rey, againſt the Banaticks 
of our times, 'and that/none of our: Clargy 
might afford [them any caufs of :advantage. 
hreein to 1 improve againftus ; who. are as fty- 
a after the {lips and failings in 
. our Miniſtyy, malicioufly its: ſe: i'the 
Church :: Juſt as Siv EdwiaSunds 


' the 


"My defienit  principlipby Way! of: Caution | 


| 
L 


| 
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the malicious Jews in places where they kve a« 
mong Chri/tians, are very curious: to 1Þy out '. 
kd diſcover the piots frauds of the Fryers, 
in forping of Miracikes, not out of Love or” 
Deſign to havethings reformed, bat out of Ha- 
tre&tb/Chriſtianity to aſperſe the Chriſtians. 

. Inthe EE pRnk, I would humbly propoſe 
this th our Clergy, that according'to their 
mtereſt and opportenity they wonld mainly 
and principally tntehd the PECSRE the 
ſpiritual welfare 'of 'the worthy Gentry, dy 
itedeavorring to work upon. thetr Hearts and 
Confſciences a lively Knce of God nd Reli- 
gion, * Wiſe, Humble , AﬀeRtionate , Re- 
hyious Exhortation, Reproof , Advice and 
Counſel], together with Pious Corverſa- 
tions and when you-have once gained them 
' 2 great part of your work is done' in your 
Pariſhes and PrecinAts : make once” but the 
Gentry and Principal Perſons the affectio- 
nate Patrons of. Religion and Vertue (the 
greateſt Honour and they are capable 
of in this world) and all their Tenents and 
Dependents will quickly follow, and with 
great eaſe you will reduce all the reſt under 
your Chatge (eſpecially as to their outward 
deportment;) and this good and honeſt po- 
licy you may learn from an Enemy, even the 
wiſe and ſubtil Jeſuites. 

But I muſt crave your pardon thus far, for 
gThat k have taken the boldnefs to ſay unto 
you : How much better could you ſay it to 
your 


+4... ww 
your ſelves, and fo I hope ;you alleither have 
or will do, and it would be a joy to me to 
have humbly preſented my thoughts and well 
wiſhes to you, - and thereby expreſled. my, at- 
fetions, although you. needed it not: (as,a 
late worthy Author once expreſſed himſelf.) 
It will not I hope be unpleaſant to you, to; be 
aſlured of your Friends fidelity, and to ac- 
oye of what. proceeds froni his ardent deſires 
of your welfare, and of the Peace, Happi- 
neſs and Proſperity of the Church of England, 
as now by Law happily eftabliſh'd. And that 
conſidering; that neither Laws, tor Govern- 
ment, to Governours, are ſufficient to uphold 
and maintain this excellent Fabrick, without 
thoſe ſolid ſupports of true and ſyncere Piety 
and Goodneſs, I nope you will pleaſe to. ex- 
cuſe me thus far, and let it never be ſaid of us 
in this-Nation, That the Prieſt and the Prophet © 
bave erred through: ſtrong drink, they areall fwal- 
lowed up of Wine, they are out of the way through 
' ſtrong drink; &c. Iſaiah 28. 7. | | 
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Au Exhortation to all to live 'anſwerable 
to.our Chriſtian Religion we profeſs. 


7 


T fpeak to Gentlemen, to Scholars, to'Diz 
vines, yea to all Perſons 5 we haveanex: 
cellent Religion; the beſt in the world ; let 
-us I humbly beſeech -you live ſomething an- 
ſwerable to it in our \ſeveral ſtations - If our 
Religion:doth not ſway with us, and:regulate 
us, what is it good for, and what are we the 

better: for- it ? Chriſtians doubtleſs ſhould be 

the beſt 'men in the world. Let us all-there- 

fore. ceaſe to be as Monuments of ſhame: and 

reproach-to it, as if. the holy Pen-men of the 

Scriptures had brought us Yora mags quam pre- 
cepta; + Think of tac cacti nd 

among the.7arks (when they are ſuſpetedor 
. charged with unfaithfulneſs,- or.an upworthy 
-aCtion-and behaviour,) Doſt thou think Igm 
a Chriſtian ; I heartily wiſh there were not 
.too much. occaſion given them by: Chriſtians 
. for this refleftion. Let us for ſhame: live 
. ſomewhat anſwerably to our holy and excel- 
lent Religion, which we profeſs to believe and 

own, or elſe blot: out of our Bibles the = 

cepts of: Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, Purity, Cha- 

ſtity, Temperance: and Sobriery., Humility , 

Patience; Lanyalty,&s.. or renounce our-Chri- 
| ſtianity 
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ſtianity ; for Inter Chriſtianum & Gentilem non 


 bantim fiddes oportet, ſed ; tian vita diſtin- 


ouere. . Eo 
And may webe alla little ferious, and thus 


arguewith our ſelves every one of us, Am not 1. 


a Chriſtian? What is it therefore that the holy 
and excellent Religion of the ever bleſſed Jeſus 
requiresof re ? Isit not toloveGod before atl 
things, with all our Hearts, with aH our Souls, 
With all our Strength, and to love our Neigh- 
bours as our ſelves; to be Juſt and Honeft, to be 
Sober, 'Teniperate and \Ghaſte; abounding in 
Love and Charity even towards our very E- 
gemies z not to {wear at all-in our ordinary 
Cammunication ; to be Dutiful and Loyal to 
our Prince and Governours, to obey his Laws, 
to render unto Ceſar the the things that are 
<Caſars,and unto God the things thatare Gods ; 
£0- ſubmit: our felves. to thoſe that have the 
7 mma gan of us, that watch 
for our :ſouls, to :abandon all Faftion and 


Sthiſm,.;Errours and Hereſy, to love one a- 
'hother ,/ and to labour :and, endeavour after 
:uhity aad/peace among all Chriſtians ; that fo 
.we:may}all live in unity and love together as 
- Childreniof one andthe ſame Father, as Ser- 
. yYants of: one and the ſame Lord, being all 
.of one Houſhold and Fatnily, of which Chriſt 
- is the Head and Governour. z 


To be-all of Holy and Exemplaty lives ; 
robe Univerfally Good and Vertyous, beyond 


y 
that 


I if chic e-the Su of the Chriftian ol. 
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that ever was in the world, we having the 
greateſt and cleareſt light of truth, the moſt 
powerful afliſtances of Divine Grace ever 
aftorded to the Sons of men, together with 
the great encourazement by the higheſt aſ- 
{urances Poſlible of moſt high, excellent and 
glorious rewards of happineſs and immorta- 
lity, ſo tranſcendert beyond all our thoughts 
and imaginations, ſuch as neither eye hath 
{een nor ear heard, nor ever centred into. the 
heart of man to conceive. 


WE 
HS 


ton, which I think every one of us muſt ac- 


;\ Knowledge, let us in the next place look a- 


[. 


L 


mong our ſelves with an impartial eye, and 
lee how little of this excellent Religion is to 
be found among us in our lives and converſa- 
tlons; may we not cry out with him that ſaid 
Quid verba audiam, fatta non video ? Oh how 
lictle of the.footſteps thereof is to be found 
among the greateſt part of Chriſtians, and us 
alſo in this Nation? Is there not an apparent 
defeftion among ns, either to Atheiſm and 
Prophaneneſs cn the one hand, or elſe to Hy- 
pocriſy and Fanatiſciſm on the other hand, 
if we do not wilfully ſhut our eyes and will 
not ſee? 

Alas! -may we not behold the Ambitious 
man, by. proud Atheiſm derthromng of his 
Maker, carrying on! his Ambitious deſigns in 
our days per fas & nefas, by troubling the 
quiet. of his Neighbours, by oppreſſion, vio- 

G lence, 
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tence and wrong, yea ſometimes prondly. con- 
temning his Prince, Gods Vicegerent, by 'Se- 
ditious and Rebellious praCtices, ſhaking the 
Crown and Government, expoling the peace 
and welfare of the Nation, ſpeaking our a- 
loud, Chriſtian Religion ſtand by, I will have 
nothing to do with thee, thou wilt trouble 
my conſcience, and hinder me in my deſigns I 
am reſolved upon ? 

The unjuſt man ſays, I have an Eſtate to get 
in haſte, and I muſt of neceſſity uſe tricks and 
devices, I mult couſen, lye, oppreſs and de- 
vour the Poor, thou Chriſtian Religion art 
an enemy to theſe things, and thou wilt by thy 
niceneſs and ſcrupulotity trouble my conſci- 
ence, and hinder my profit and unjuſt gain, 
therefore ſtand by. 

The greedy, covetous Uſurer ſaith, I am 
reſolved to increaſe my heaps, and fill my 
Bags, for however | have thouſands lying 
by me, I am ſtillvery poor, and therefore am 
reſolved to have more ; the Grave and the 
barren womb thall be ſooner ſatisfied than I, 
I can never be otherwile fatiated, let who will 


tuffer tor it 3 therefore Chriſtian Religion ,” 


Except thou wilt allow ail theſe my darling 
Lufts, I will have nothing to do with thee: 
Stand alide. 

The Drunkard and Glutton faith, I neither 
will part with my Cups or my Delicacics, my 
Feaſts, Banquets and Debauches ; depart 
therefore from me Chriſtian Religion, _ 

| thy 


thy Temperance and Faſting;, afid thy thin 
Chops, 1 hate to give thee entertainment. 

The Adulterer ſays, What ſhall I part with 
my ſweet dalliances, my unlawful Embraces, 
my delightful Company , and be ſubjeCt to 
the ſtrict Laws 'of Chaſtity , I cannot abide 
to think on it ? What, not ſo much as to look 
on a Woman to luſt after her? Away Chri- 
{tian Religion, I abhor thy Doctrine and Pre- 
cepts, I am reſolved not to part with my 
Whore yet. 

The Prophane Atheiſtical Swearer and Curſer 
{aith,alchough I get nothing by my Oathes and 
Hectoring but diſhonour and contempt ;z and 
although I have no temptation to it poſlible, I 
will not part with my beloved cultom, be- 
cauſe I will appear to be of a great and bold 
Spirit, that dare defy even God himſelf, yea 
Hector Fupiter himſelf, when he thunders : 
Stand far off from me therefore Chriſtian 
Religion, thou pitiful and deſpicable thing, 
fit only to cheat and couſen Fools. 

The Malicitions and Revengeful man ſays, 
I am reſolved to be even with may Adver- 
ſary, I will revenge my ſelf to the utmoſt, for 
I love to gratify my paſſion ; do you think 
that I will ever ſtoop to'that cowardly, deſ- 
picable rule of loving Enemies ? ſpeak no 
more of it, avoid hence Chriſtian Religion, 
1 will have nothing to do with thee. 
The Seditious and Diſloyal Perſon ſays, I 
abhor that folly of Loyalty und Subjection, I 
G2 am 
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am reſolved to be aut Ceſar aut nullus,or how- 
ever at leaſt tobe Ego & Rex men; ;, Tam as fit 
to Govern as the belt, and am therefore reſol- 
ved not to be a Subject, (bur as ſoonas any op- 
portunity offers it ſelf,) by Sedition and Rebel- 
lion to carry on my deſign, toattain my ends; 
away therefore Chriſtian Religion, except 
thou wilt ſuffer Fulian to be thy Expoli- 
Tor. , 

The Proud, Peeviſh, Self-conceited . Non- 
conformiſt, the Plague of the Reformation, 
fays I will hug my darling Scruples and Opi- 


nions, although never ſo abſurd ; I am re- 
- ſolved never to be ſatisfied, never to be recon- 


ciled, and never to be at reſt, tutil I have pul- 
led down the Antichriſtian Hierarchy of Pre- 


lacy, and laid it level with the Fxound, to- 


gether with the Church of Englanathat hath 
its dependence thereupon ; for let the. be 
ten thouſand of the cleareſt Arguments hoſ- 
{ible brought againſt me, I canquickly reſol 
them all with this Anſwer, that nevertheleſs\ 
it 1s againſt my Conſcience to conform, and \ 
until I have my will and my end to be obtain- 
ed, I am reſolved never to be fatisfyed : 
Stand by Chriſtian Religion, except thou wilt 
ſay as I ſay, and come over to my Conſcience 
and Subjection. 

And very many of the Traders of all ſorts 


A 01g us, every one in putting off his Wares 
-* faith, how ſhall Itradeand get what I would 


have, if I ſhould entertain this Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ? 
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ligion ? It would hinder much my gains, and 
my Lying, Swearing and Forſwearing, and all 
my' tricks of - Over-reaching , Cheating and 
Couſenage;:i alas! I cannot then live, there- 
fore of neceſſity I muſt renounce this Chri- 
| ſtian Religion: Come therefore not near me, 
I will have nothing to do with thee for fear 
| of troubling my Conſcience, and hindering 
|. my Profit and Livelyhood. 
; The Hypocrite crys out.,, Thou Chriſtian 
Religion art too honeſt for ;me to deal with, 
| I hate ſincerity, therefore | will have no- 
| thing more to do with thee, but to flea off 
thy Skin to be a covering. for my Knavery , 
and ſome other of my Brethren aforeſaid : 
And ſo farewel- Chriſtian Religion, L matter 
not what becomes of thee. 

I might have initanced in many more par- 
ticulars, but this may 1uffice to gueſs art the 
the reſt. Thus alas ! How many *': this Na- 
tion are guilty of defying God, of renoun- 

| cing their Chriſtiavity, he that h-th but nalf 
\ | an eye may ealily diicern, and that this- is 
\; really the voice of their a&ions wiuch I have 
\ repreſented to you. | 
|\ And now let us be ſober, wiſe and {-rious, *AJ 
and judge truly of things; was it ever xnown 
in any age,that a Nation and People ever proſ- 
pered, that contemned God ad Religion? 
Hath it not been well and truly obſerved , 
that the Roman Empire always beſt flouriſhed, 
when it was the [greateſt Reverers of the 
G 3 Gods ? 
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©" Gods 2 So that what can be a more fatal and 


prodigious prognoſtick to us in this Nation, 
than this great and general contempt of God 
and his Laws, and of his Vicegerent ? How 
can we expett to have the holy Chriſtian Re- 
lgion, the Reformed Chriftian, the Prote- 
ftant Religion -continued to vs any longer , 
when we defy, reject, reproach and diſhonour 
it by our wicked lives ? | 

How many of the Heathens will riſe up in 


Judgment againſt us at the laſt, that had only . 
Light of 


the light of nature to dire(t them; as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, Kow. 2. 14. The Gentiles, which 
bave not the Law, do by nature the things con+ 
tained in the Law: As for inſtance, Ariſtides 1s 
famous for Juſtice z Epaminonda for prudence 
and all moral vertues, Curizs'for Temperance, 
Courage, Honeſty and Frugality z Thraſebulus 
for Integrity and Love to his Country ; 1ri- 
»oleon for Moderation and Humility 1n a prof- 
perous Condition, and for love to his Country : 
And when Socrates was upbraided by one that 
viewed his mean out-fide,for being one of an 111 
nature, he anſwered, true it is that I am ſa 
by nature, but I have altered it, and made it 
good by Philoſophy. And as it is related of 
one Hiero a King of Cicily, who although at 
firſt, he was very rude and intraCtable, yet 
afterwards giving himſelf to Learning, he be- 
came a man of great note ; as alſo many o-+ 


thers, - 
Now 


improve the weak and glimmering light of 
Nature, to attain ſo great perfection in Ver- 
tue ; how ſhould we, who together with the 
light of nature have the ailiſtance of Divine 
Revelation, have the light of the Goſpel of 
the bleſſed Jeſus, who came from Heaven to 
reconcile us to God, to teach and inſtruct us 
both by Doctrine and Example, and give us 
the aſliſtance of his Spirit 3 how much thould 
we outitrip and go beyond them in all Vertue 
and goodneſs ? 

And how prevalent the holy and excellent 
Religion of the ever bleſſed Jeſus would be 
upon us, if we would but honeſtly and ſyn- 
cerely embrace it, was ſufficiently manifeſted 
in the primitive and firſt times of Chriſtia- 
nity, and in all Ages hath appeared more or 
leſs in thoſe that havereally aud affeftionate- 
ly embraced it ? I have read of an excellent 
Saying of Lattantius Scholar to Arnobins, who 
lived about the fourth Century, A-70. 305, 
who ſpeaks thus, © Give me (faith he a fierce 
< and contentious man, and if he wil! uut ap- 
© ply himſelf to the Grace and Inſtitacion of 
*the Goſpel, he ſhall become as mild as a 
© Lamb: Give mea Drunkard, 'or a Lacivious 
© Perſon, with this Doctrine I will make him 
© Chaſt and Sober : Let a Covetous Main hear- 
© ken to this DoCtrine, and ne [hail preſently 
<diſperſe his Money as Charitably as before 
© he raked it together ſordidly : Gave. me a 
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Now-if theſe wiſe Heathens did thus far 
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© Timerons and Cowardly Perſon, this Re- 
© ligion ſhall preſently make him Valiant, and 
©. deſpiſe death and danger, &e. In the primi- 
tive times, believing was nat an excuſe for diſ- 
obedience, or -a commutation for a holy life, 
but a foundation of obedience to all the Laws 
of God; as a1ate Author ſpeaks. | 

Now may not our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
thus argue the caſe with us? after much pa- 
tience and forhearance with you, I am reſol- 
ved my holy Religion and Inſtitution ſhall 
not be any longer abuſed by you ; the Re- 
ligion of that Impoſtor Aabomer will beſt ſuit 
with you, is fitter for you, or any falſe Reli- 
gion elſe, or none at all, my Religion ſhall 
no.longer be deſpiſed and neglected by you: 
I] will now think of tranſplanting my Reli- 
glon hence, and the poor, ignorant Ameri- 
cans ſhall enjoy the light of my Goſpel, that 
you have 1o long enjoyed and abuſed. 

Many of the Heathens have lived far more 
juſtly and ſoberly from their light of nature 
than you have done; How would they have 
rejoyced in the Revelations of my Goſpel, and 
conformed their lives thereto ? When that 
weak, glimmering and imperfect light of na- 
ture afforded to them, was ſo plating and ac- 


__ ceptable to them, and they by their diligent 


and difficult labour and induſtry, ſomuch im- 
roved the ſame, and lived more conforma- 
le thereto, than you Chriſtians to the light 

of 'my Goſpel, 

| And 
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And this is'no new thing, that now IT am a- 
bout to do to the Chriſtian world, (if they 
ſpeedily repent not :) Thoſe once famous and 
flouriſhing Churches of mine in Aſia, when 
they abuſed the light of my truth, and cor- 
rupted themſelves, and would not be reform- 
ed, would not repent, and do their firſt 
works, I quickly removed my Candleſtick out 
of his place, removed my Goſpel from them, 
and delivered them over to Captivity and Sla- 
very, Ruin and Deftruction, and the ſame 
Rod 1s in my hand ſtill ; how can you there- 
fore but expect in juſtice, the ſame iſiue and 
event, when your fins are come to the ſame 
height as ever theirs were, and that ye will 
not take warning and repent, and return-to 
the primitive Simplicity and Integrity of 
Chriſtianity, for what is the Weſtern Church 
more to me than the Eaſtern? And indeed 
why ſhould I continue my Religion any longer 
to you, to ſlight and contema it, to reproach 
and defame it? When it is made of little 0- 
ther uſe among you. Is it not the very voice 
of your daily ations, depart from us O Lord, 
for we deſire not the knowledge of thy Laws? 
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CHAP. VIL 


The great cauſe of fears we may juſt ly tye 
under in Chriſtendome ; and to per- 
{wade to unity. 


Et us therefore ſeriouſly now conſider 
things, and what dreadful fear we may 

very juſtly lye under ; and in truth why ſhould 
we deſire to have a Religion continued to us, 
which it is too apparent we do not like, 1s un- 
acceptable to us, and which we do not 1-ve, 
nor will be regulated by ? What further uſe 
can this holy and excellent Copy be to us, 
who abhor to write after, and to follow it ? 
Any Religion or no Religion may beſt ſute with 
Chriſtians of Heatheniſh lives; may we not 
in juſtice ſhortly expect to hear in our Tem- 
ples (if we ſtill go on in our contempt of 
God) that dreadfull voice reported to. be 
heard in thejTemple of God in 7ernſalem, im- 
mediately bofore the deſtruction thereof, and 
the Captivity and ruin of the Jewiſh Nation , 
Migremus hinc ;, and that the abomination of 
deſolation ſhould be ſet up there, the dread- 
ful conſequences of which revolution (he that 
ſhall deliberately read the Story) will make 
his Ears to tingle, ( as It is related by Fo/e- 
phus) it being the total Ruin and —"—— 
0 


of the Jews, both of their Place and Nation; 
aro, þ they they were once the choſe and 
beloved people of God ; a woful ſpectacle 
for their contempt of God and their Meſa 
. the ever bleſſed Jeſus, and Life and Salvation 
by him, and Crucifying the Lord of Glory 
to all the future Ages of the world to the 
end thereof. Alas ! when God departs, and 
forſakes a Nation or People, then their peace 
and happineſs leaves them, what then can be 
expected but Pandora's Pox , nothing but 
Plagues, Calamities, Miſeries and Confuſi- 
ONS * 

Ard are not the Judgments of God emi- 
nently abroad in the Earth, and doth not he 
feem by his Providences to threaten Chriften- 
dom, and to be calling to remembrance their 
'Sins- and Iniquities, and ſeverely to puniſh 
the Chriſtian world ? Is it not time therefore 
for us all to learn Rizhteouſneſs ? For ſhall 
the Lion roar, and {hall not all the Beaſts of 
the Foreſt tremble ? Doth it not very much 
concern us, when God ſeems by his Judgments 
to be ſearching after our iniquities in Chriſten- 
dom , ſeriouſly to bethink our ſelves of our 
great provocations, of our unchriſtian (if I 
may not ſay Heatheniſh) Lives and Conver- 
ſations ; and among the reſt, thoſe great Di- 
viſions and Factions, thoſe Animoſities and Ha- 
tred that abound in the Chriſtian part of the 
world ; a thing not to be much wondered at 
among Heathens, that know not God, ( yea, 
many 


"many of them that worſhip the Devil.) But 
”- for thoſe that'own the Chriſtian Religion, a 
Goſpel of Peace,to abound herein is the great- 
eſt ſcandal poſſible to our holy Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion. The. Almighty calls therefore aloud 
to us all, to return to the Primitive Purity and 
Integrity of our Religion; and if ſo, then 
there would be neither place for Papal pride, 
Tyranny, Uncharitableneſs and Cruelty on 
the one hand, nor for Pride, Peeviſhneſs, igno- 
rant Confidence, Factions, Diviiions, Hatred 
and Variance on the other hand. Alas ! Qzis 
201 vita etiam ſua redimat ſubr:otum iſtuc infint- 
tum diſſidii ſcandalum, was. the ſaying (as 1 
have read) of the worthy Martin Bucer. 

It is therefore Gentlemen a work very well 
becoming you, to ſer your ſeives againſt all 
Faction and Diviſion, earneſtly to promote 
the peace of the Church and State, that we 
may be all united at home: And in the next 
place, promote the Peace and Unity of Chri- 
ſtendom,” a brave and noble work, (if it were 
poſlible to be effected) to unite all Chriſtians 
together in Chriſtendom, which wiſe and good 
men of all ſides have thought poſlible ; bur if in 
this reſpect you can do little, yet let us all wiſh 
and pray for the peace, happineſs and unity 
of the Chriſtian world, in the Language of 
our Church, That God would inſpire continually 
the Univerſal Church with the Spirit of Truth, 
 Vntty and Concord ;, and grant that all taey that 
| ao confeſs hug holy name, may agree in the _ 
0 


of his holy word, and live in Unity and Godly © 
love. 1.5 +mR 'Y 
, And however as to ſich, who although they 
deny the Infalibility of the Papacy, yet will 
every one claim it to himſelf, that athrm they 
are every one'guided by the Spirit, and that 
adhere itrongly to thoſe tenents which are 
inconſiſtent with Government, Order and 
Peace of the world, (if ever you would pre- 
ſerve peace and Unity,) theſe muſt be looked 
on as Religious Lunaticks, and ſo to be dealt 
with, kept from doing of miſchief. Conſider 
our holy Profefſion enjoyns us nothing more 
than Unity and Peace, to ſpeak the ſame 
things, tobe all of one mind, ro ſtudy:peace, 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
of Peace, to love one another, by which we 
ſhould properly diſtinguiſh our ſelves to be 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, which our Fanarticks 
will nevertheleſs contradict and gainfay, (al- 
though .it be to reproach God himſelt;) for 
they will confidently affirm, that this which 
God requires of us 15 impoſlible, and that it 
is as poſſible to make all faces alike, as all 
Chriſtians to ſpeak one and the ſame thing, 
and to be united : And that toendeayour this, 1s 
to do as Proczaſtes did with thoſe thar lay in 
his Bed, with horrid cruelty to bring all men 
to the 1ize thereof, W hen in truth they here- 
in plead but for their Luſts and Vices, and 
becauſe they be unwilling to. bring their lives 
to the rule God hath given, they-wonld wic- 
kedly 


LT - 


kedly pervert the Rule, and make it ſute with 
their Luſts, | 
For the great hinderance of this Unity , 
Peace and Love, ariſes from our Pride and 
Self confidences,, our Peeviſh Tempers, our 
Luſts and Paſſions, which we ought to mor- 
tify and ſubdue, if we would be Chriſtians 
as we profeſs our ſelves to be ; this excellent 
defign of Unity and Peace among all Chrj- 
ftians might meet with its deſired effeft. I 
have read of St. Ambroſe, that he ſhould fay, 
51 virtutem fints ille maximus ſit, qui plurimorum 
ſpettar profettum, moderatio omnium pulcherima 
eſt; if that end of Vertues be the greateſt, 
that looks at publick good, moderation is ot 
all the moſt beautiful. And it is faid of the 
Thebans, that they made Harmonia a Goddeſs, 
they accounted her the Defender of their Ci- 
ty ; and ſurely ſhe may be well accounted the 
Upholder of the Univerſe, for by Order, A- 
greement and Peace, the whole world ſublifts, 
and God in Scripture is ſtyled the God of Or- 
der : Therefore as one ſays well, Harmo- 
nious Diſpoſitions that are for Order and Go- 
vernment, Unity and Peace, have much of 
God in them ; there is a Nobleneſs in ſuch 
hearts. | 
And doubtleſs thoſe Principles, Doctrines 
and Deſigns, which moſt promote the great 
end and deſign of Chriſtianity, viz. The ma- 
king men really good and vertuons, and for 


the uniting us all together in mutual Love and 
Charity, 
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Charity, as Brethren all of one great Family; 
of which Chriſt is the head, will own God 
their Author. So likewiſe all thoſe that are 
of Dividing and Schiſmatical Principles and 
PraCftices, whoſe very end and n»tural ten- 
dency is diſturbance, to order Government 
and Peace in the world, are certainly from the 
Devil, that Abaddon and Apollion, the great 
Deſtroyer, whatever their Pretences other- 
wiſe may be. 

And now I think theſe truths which I have 
preſented before you, are worthy of our moſt 
{erious thoughts and confiderations,and that it 
is high time (when Gods dreadful Judgments 
are abroad, that ſhake the Foundations of 
Chriſtendom) to leave oft Jeſting and Drolling 
with God and Reliyion. Sharpneſs of Wit, 
(as a Learred Author hath obſerved) hath 
commonly with it Pride and Levity, two ill 
Companions ; therefore take heed and conſi- 
der truly , that wit and wiſdom are far 
different things ; it 1s true, that wit well im- 
proved by ſound Study, by time and expe- 
rience, improves into wiidom at laſt, for wiſ- 
dom is not horn with us into the world; yea, 
wiſdom is a ſolid and ſerious thing, it teacks 
eth us to conſider truly and tully of all things, 
to look beyond the ſurface or firſt repreſenta- 
tion and appearances of things; and if Gen- 
tlemen and Scholars will not ſtudy and con- 
ſider things truly, if they become careleſs, 
and lay atide conſideration, what uſe. will all 

the 
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the Pious and Learned Books in the world be 
for any more, but to -be conſumed and de- 
ſtroyed, and the Religion. of MMahomer to be 


ſpeedily expected among us, for that will beſt 


befit an inconſiderate age, given up wholly to 
their ſenſualities, 'to gratify their carnal ap- 


petites ; for nothing will certainly pleaſe” 


more ſuch ſenſualities than a Adahumetan Pa- 
radice. 

But I hope better things, and that Gentle- 
men will yet be like Gentlemen, Knowing . 
Learned and Wiſe; and let every one of you 


argue with your ſelves thus, What although- 
I am deſcend:d of a Noble of a Gentile Fa-" 


mily, and am poſleſt of a fair Eſtate, enjoy 
the fulneſs of all earthly felicities, have a 
numerous train, and live in great Pomp and 
State; yet hath not the wiſcit Mortal that 
ever lived (even wiſe Solomon) after he had 
experienced the fulneſs of all theſe things in 
a greater meaſure rhen ever any before or 
fince hath done, and being inſpired with wiſ- 
dom-from God, concluded thus, that Vanity 


of Vamries, all is Vanity aud Vexation of Spirit. * 
And ſhell I be ſo unwiſe, as to put any other” 
walue or cſteem upon all-theſe, far leſs injoy- 7 
ments that poilibly I may poſleſs: Is not that 


a prudent $aying, 


. $4 tibi Pulchra Domus, ſi ſpleadida menſa, quid 


inde ?! 


$4 tibi ſponſa. decens, ſi ſit Generoſa,, quid* 


- #rade * Aims 
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> - all my Honours a 


Hemnos ſs regnes felix per mille, gquidl 
' inde? | OR 
Fam cito' pretereunt: vanitas & nilnl ins 
ae. N | 


To which we may add Mr. Quarles his con- 
cluſion of the Life of man; 


His Breath's a Bubble, and his days a Spar, 
'Tis Glorious miſery to be born a man, 


As alſo that of a Noble Peer of this King> 
dom, viz. the Earl of Maneheſter, in his Al- 
mondo, to expreſs Quid Sum ;, C 


Quis fando Explicare queat ? 

Pulvis & Aer, this I know, 
Et in pulverem reverters, this is ſure; 
That, Homoeſt morbidum, putre, Caſſum, 
Et in non hominem vertitur omnis bomo, 


Here is our great Kindred, | | 
Our Dwelling is, Inter Pulices & Culices 


» amongſt Flies and Fleas, our Qualityvile, our 


Weight lighter than Vanity, our Worth no- 


. thing. 


eng then is our being? Somnium & Dow 
F. 4 
And now proceed on, and ſay to-your ſelf, 
ſhall I be ſo ſottiſh andunwiſe, not to under- 
ſtand and take things as they truly are? Can 
a Abundance ſecure me one 


H moment 


Pd 
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moment. from moſt. oi the Hazards-and: Ca- 
ſualties, Sickneſles and Diſeaſes, incident to 
the meaneſt ? Can. all.zhat 1-have, bribe and 
keep off Death a moment, but when he ap- 
Pears and ſtrikes, I muſt ſubmit to him, and be 
parted 'from all. my ſweet-enjoyments-?..W.ill 
there then be any difference between me and 
the pocreſt Begger in the Grave? Will not the 
moſt skittul Artiſt be unable after alittle time 
to find out a diſtinftion between.our Bones or 
our Duſt ? Am 1 not in this reſpect rather in 
a worſe condition than the pooreſt:Mortal, by 
| -being intruſted with a greater talent, and ſo 
have a greater account to make to God? and 
am I not under greater Temptztions in this 
world, together with vaſt cares that attend 
me? ſo that well might the Father ſay, Peri- 
culoſior eſt mundys blandiens quam fulminans. Am 
I not ſubject to the envy of 'many,: and many 
Limes in great ſolicitude todefend what] have 
from dcceit and wrong, if not from injuſtice? 
but more eſpecially am |1 not nnder the Con- 
.tinuat temptations, to deſpiſe or forget God, 
and to violate his Laws, to lean upon;;my - 
- wealth, while I fall from God ? What temp- 
tations do I lye under to Pride, Vain-glory, 
-Gluttony, Drunkenneſs, Luſt, Envy andRe- - 
venge, and a many other vices and cnormi- 
.ties?: Neo wonder then that it'was wiſe Agrrs 
- Requeſt to God,.—Give me neither Poverty 
nor Riches,-.Left 1 be full and. deny thee, and [6 


-xbous the. Lord ? x. Prov, 30. 8,9. As allo 1 
Ne : that 
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"that, our; bleſſed Sayiour, the Wiſdom of, his 
"Father, out of compaſſion to pur ſouls, ſhould 
- fer before us this great danger we are in; and 

told-us, How bog a thing 1 35. for « rich man to 
enter into Heaven, And alſo Solomon, Prov.23.4: 

::.Lebour not to be Rich. RY 
2:2 Beſides, how: uncertain ate theſe outward 
*'e@njoyments in reſpect of theix continuance? [s 

"Ftmnot truly ſaid in the 5th Verſe of the 2 3 Prov. 
: aforeſaid, that Riches have Wings and fly away 

' - like an Eagle, &c. Have not I examples before 
- ny face daily, of manythat were inas flouriſh- 

-Ing a condition as my ſelf, and have ſuddenly 
- come to Poverty and Ruin, and been brought 
down to a mean and low condition? And can 

+ .:]..be-ſecure that it ſhall not be my lot and 

portion before I leave the world? But how- 
ever if this be not my condition, if what 
| I have be not taken from me ; yet I know not 
how ſoon may be taken from them, and muſt 
lye down 1n the dult as well as thoſe who have 
gon before me. 
Now if things are thus, why ſhould I de- 

- Jade my felf, but conſider them as they thus 

\ Eruly are, and not as they ſeem to the Inju- 

: ' 2dicial, leſs conſidering, and leſs knowing 
»-/part of mankind, who will not. be at the pains 

to underſtand beyond the ſurface of things ? 

**. Is it not therefore the higheſt wiſdom to be 

- Sober, Serious, Wiſe and Conſiderative, and 

{:+ totake the advice. of God the Supream Wiſ- 

©...40m, and in all things? to be regulated by him 

#24* 1 2 1 in 
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in my paſſage -and: pilgrimage through” the 
Wilderneſs o this = ? Y: oy, th: 
And ifT believe thatl1 have an immortal Soul, 
I muſt needs defire that it ſhould be for ever 
happy ; and if that be truth that the worthy 
Dean of Canterbury hath affirmed from the 
Sacred <criptures, That if we allow our ſelves 
in the prattice bf "any known ſin, we- timer- 
cept our hopes of Heaven , -and render our ſebvts 
unfit for eternal life, and that this Iife is thetime 
of our preparation for a future eſtate ; that onr Souls 
will continue for ever what we makg them in this 
world. Such a temper and' diſpoſition of mind as'a 
Man carries with im out of this life,he _ reratn 
#n the next ; and that "tis true inaced, that Heaven 
perfetts rhoſe holy and vertnous diſpoſitions which 
are begun here, but the other world alters no Man 
&s to his main ſtate, And that if wedonot ma 
good degree mortify our Luffs and Paſſions here, 
Death will not kill them for us, but we ſhall carry 
them with us into the other world. And that if 
God ſhould admit us ſo qualified: into the place bf 
happineſs, yet we ſhould bring that along with us, 
which would infallibly hinder us from being happy; 
our cenſual inclinations and deſires would meet with 
nothing togratify them withal. 
Now it this be true Divinity, as I haves. 
reaſon to queſtion, what dreadful dangers 
ſhould I involve my felf in,if I ſhould accuſtom 
my ſelf to a ſinful courſe of life, and protract 
my -repentance to the expiration of "my 
days, to my: time of ſickneſs, or my _ 


«A -Yy J | 


rr 


— EEE. 


b - coie * Tea ornare, qua Deo & Angelic 
Rx a eft in Celis. ... 
1ſee;plainly now, . it. is my greateſt intereſt 
cabs] ERA to be.Virtuous and Good, to 
fonts JYfes Honour and Serve my Creator, 


adorn my, ſoul, with all -Chri- 
a Cs that I may. IE frted for the Hea- 
venly Manſions: And while 1 live here, may 
Enjoy that, ſweet ſatisfaftion and tranquillity 
of mind (the only portion of virtuous Souls ) | 
Which will Tender every condition comforta- 
ble tome, make me ſmile 1n a Storm, and un- . 
der the' darkeſt and gloomieſt providences to 
ſee light. and comfort,” yea, make every thing 
amiable unto me.. To.conclude in ſhort, that 
I may. hye: happily, and dye comfortably . 
which, 1s all that can be wiſhed for 1n-this 
E- 
And now may I here ſet before you this paſ- 
age-of alate worthy Author ; © Thus our great 
- Maſter Ariſtotle, ſaith he, hath told us, That 
* it our pleaſures did look upon us when they 
| © come to us, as they do when they turn;their 
* backs and leave us; we would never entertain 
* rhem:; theſe goodly. things have their Recipiſt; 
H'3 


© written ._ © 
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* pyritten _” them , "Sov, remember thou b; 4 
received thy good things \,\ &c.” Howtnany of 
thoſe think you (faith the Author ) who" 
* out of their opinion 'of skilt and-ftrengrh; 
© hath given free entertainment tothe world, 
* and made large uſe of it, Whett their tinf&© 
© and, hour came, 'wotlld*rathttrthave gon. out 
of ſome poor Cottave, than'out of x Prinees 
© Palace, and have'lived with no, ndif6 in the 
© world, that fo Dey "night have diet : mh 
© foe peare: *Chles the 5tþ, the Prince of | 
* Parma, and fundry others, though They livett 
*In vl Pon and ftate, yer at their death they 
* defired' to be butted* in* a pbor Capuchint 
I hope Gentlemet you wilt accept of plain 
reaſon and truth, althongh 'coming- to you in 
a plain and Country Dreſs without 'Ornament 
LANg2ge 3 Fine Words and Complement 
wually have a prevalency with Ladies, but 
it 15 Reaſon that is*(or ſhoult he at leaft) moſt 
acceptable to, and moſt prevalent with meu, 
rpecally with Gentlemen, that. better part 
of Mankind, the 'well edncated, the beſt in- 
ſtructed, the moſt knowing part of the world, 
with them eſpecially;rhe nniverſfal 'reaſdh of all 
Mankmd, the 7ns 'Natrrale, ſhould” prevail, 
I cannot but expreſs my reſpects ] bear for 2 
Gertleman, that is ſach, and truly: deſerves 
that name : And this brief Eſllby proceeds 
therefrom, deſſgning next tov the honour of 
God and Loyalty to my Sovereign, the 
| Credit, 
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Credit, the Honour, the Profit of the Gentry 
of Ezgland, their greateſþ intereſt and happi- 
neſs, their higheſt concern, the welfare toth 
of their Minds, Bodies, Eſtates and Fami- 
Hes, their felicity both Temporal and Eter- 


;: Gentlemen, as the Son of Syrach ſpeaks 

Exclui. 39. 20. Wine and Muſick rejoice the 
heart, but the love of wiſdom is above them both, ' 
The ereat deſign and main end of Genrlemen 
m all their Kudy ſhould be a ſolid piety , ac- 
.. cording to' that Taying, Fins ſtudiorien ſit eru- 
dita pietas, You had better been without an 
Eftate then without: this ; for #s Solomon 
Tpeaks, Prov. 26. 1. As Snow in Summnitr, and 
& Rain in Harveſt, ſo honour is not ſtemly-for 
4 fool. TI hope 1 may propoſe this. to'you in 
the words of the Royal Martyr to-'his Ma- 
jeſt y that now is, (in-his "Emby Bacnyxi,) It 
1s better to be Charles le 'Bon, than Charles le 
Grand, "it'is better to be Good than Great. 
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"Cautions to Gentlemen, to take care. to pres 
- ſerve their Eſtates, by wiſe management 
lect 1 100057413 noms '9r- | 
T Hope it will-be now needleſs fyrtherto pur- 
4: ſue-3hy deſign, and to beſeech- you not to 
diſhonaur ..and--degrade your .felyes, by -any - 
ſordid, haſe-and-unworthy Actions z but-to 
-uphold and keep: yp;your eminency and-Re- 
'pute-in.the world, to.maintain your honour, 
-andrhat by aCtions truly Generous, Noble-and 
-Excellent, and this. the rather upon this fur- 
-ther<anfGgderarion, that the Gentry are uſually 
the, objeCt.of the Common peoples hatred; 
doubtleſs you have. many Enemies: of. the vul- 
gar, :who- haye of a. long time had :an.aking 
'tooth at your Grandrxe and Eſtates, and you 
' May be ſure you are the objects of their envy, 
witneſs the deſigns of the Levellers in our 
late times ; take heed therefore you do not 
eherth-en Encmy. in your.own. boſom.  alfo, 
] mean your Intemperance and Exceſles.-Ler 
this therefore be in the number of your Lis 
taniies, ef meipſo Libera me Domine ;, and'be 
gol, ſolicitous to preſerve your Eſtates, as 
from the Aaults of qthers, ſo more eſpect- 
aily ftiom the Aſſaults of your own Extrava- 
| | gANcCles, 
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Sances Riot and Exceſs. May I propoſes 
ew things for your welfare preſer- 
vation of your Eftates and Fortunes in the 
world. . | dt abed 
.-..Live anſwerable to your ſelves aud. to your 
.Eſtates, 'but not above. them z and beware of 
Suretiſhip, this being a fault that the beſt na- | 
tures are moſt incident to, Great reaſon that 
Gentlemen ſbould be warned of the danger 
hereof, and that their generous and friendly. 


natures do not prejudice or undo. them, there 


- --being very many inſtances that many. Families 


- have been ruined thereby. 'And certainly. no 
charity ſhould lead a. man our of deſire to 
. Have. lus friend, wilfully to ruin himſelf, and 
offer up himſelf, Wife and Children, a Sa- 
crifice to Friendſhip. Pars 
©. Compute therefor? ofien your incomes and 
.disburſments, that ſo you may ſee whether 
.you go forward or backward in your Eftates.; 
and think this no deſpicable Counſel, for if 


__ 'this advice had been followed, it had preſer- 


'ved many a gentile and worthy Family from 
.ruin.io this Nation, that are come to nothing. 
-A Gentleman of Four or Five Thouſand Pounds 
.cpcr Ann, may as ſoon be undone, as a Gentle- 
;7,man of Two or Three Hundred,  whenzhe 
'Will every year exceed his Incomeand Eſtate ; 
eſpecially when it meets alſo with other chap- 
-. ces and contingencies unſeen and. unthought 
© of which very many times fall cut.iq the world... 5 
© Expedt ngt therefore impoſlibilities, but if thﬀae 2 
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yo yearſy fink" in your Eftate, at faſt jt may 
berry, HT et 
--And think feriouſly what entertainment you 
are like, then to .meet with.in the. world, e- 
ſpecially from the 'common_ ſort jof people : 
It is trite, that Donec eris feliix multos numeras! 
bis Amicos; but alas! then you will find things: 
far otherwiſe.” In time conſider therefore :t6i 
event this miſchief”, . by retrenching, your 
xpences, and reducing them to be anſwerable 
at. leaft to your Eſtates, that you come not 
to Fulins Ceſar's Reckoning (as a late Anthor 
hath it,)- who when he had conſidered of his 
Eſtate and ſumm'd it up, and found how: great; 
-a Sum he was indebted beyond what he was 
worth; ſaid merrily, Tatum me oportet habere, 
wt ninzl babeam ;, ſo much' muſt I have, thart I 
may give every man his own, and my ſelf 
have nothing. Now doubtleſs, it cannot be 
prudent therefore to live. to the utmoſt extent 
of an:Eftate, but to live above an Eſtate, 
' what leſs can it be but the height of madneſs 
and folly? | 
: Get faithful Servants, and that they may 
be diligent and faithful to you, promote Re- 
ligion among them; if they are not under 
there ſtraints of Religion and Conſcience,' I 
kniow not how they ſhould prove Good Ser- 
'Yams; for it is moſt certain that it is true 
' Religion, that makes Good and Loyal Subjects, 
- and good diligent and faithful Servants:Do nat 
Therefore corrupt and debaych your Servants, 
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your counzenance or command, for that is 


direCtly aCting againft your own great intereſt. 


- Gentlemen, may I hambly render this further 
fo your conſideration, whether it; might not 
berter become you, and be alfo for your real 
advantave, to be more reſident upon your E- 
ſtates; and at your ancient Maunor- 


. and Pabitations in the Country , not only t& 


keep them' up in good 'repair, but to 3 

) and maintain your Honour, Splendour and 
Repbote, by the ancient'and good Houſe-keep- 
ing and Hoſpitality, and there to liveas petty 
Monarchs in your 'own Principalities; and to 
well-manage and govern your Tenants and De- 
pendants,to ſerve your King and Country,thart 
to expend your Eftates, (as I doubt many do 
at this day) 'obſcnrely in hugger mugger , ity 
private 2nd ſtreight Lodgings in the City'y 
where you are unknown, and little ſeen or tas 
ken notice of. And whether this retirement 
unto' the: City be not leaving of the Country 
naked and expoſed, and in a ſort alſoadegra- 
ding and debating of your ſelves, yea, bringing 
you into-difſhonour and contempt 3 when if 


within your more proper orbs and ſtations in 


FheConntry, you would doubtleſs appear with 
greater magnificence and ſplendour, not only 
to your Tenants and Dependants, but to the 
whole Country round about you; and withont 
goubt might hereby be happy inſtruments t@ 
Promote and further Religion , — and 
2 of caces 
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”  Pejce, thoſe great bleſſings. to :a. Nation: 


2 Think it no diſparagement to you, to. mind: 


' your Eſtares and the well management thereof, 


tbe frugal and thrifty-in meaſure and with 


. prudence; for if you be never ſo noble or gen« 


tile, and yet want an Eitate to maintain, you 
grandure and honour, it will certainly be your 
diſparagement, and will render you,contemp=- 
tiblein-the world, eſpecially to. common ;peo- 
Plc, who look only on the outſide of. things : 
Ang further, this 1s found by experte.:ce,to os 
true, that.as Care, Circumſpection and, Frus 


 gality ,:tend ro ger an Eſta.e, ſoirallois very 


necelfary in preſerving an Eſtate ; I have theres 
fore often wondered; much , that our .Exgliſh 
Gentry: :and Nobllity travelling into 7raly, at; 
their return arg not rinftured with the Jraljan 
thrift-and; good. Husbandry , as well as with 
that which 1 am ſure 15 far worſe, their vices, 
.;-Gonfider Gentlemen, js..it not a lamentable 
ſpectacle. to behold Gentile , yea ſometimeg 
Noble: Families, to lye in ruin, deſpiſed and 
trampled. upon, inſulted over by every one, 
yea . many. times by. thoſe, inferiour , Mecha- 
nicks-who-have purchaſed their Eſtates.;.:This 
is moſt deplorable, eſpecially when Vice and 
Wickedneſs have been the' Authors: thereof; 
for in:truth, what other conſequence could be 
expected from lrreligion and contempt of 
God, Exceſs, Debanchery and Wickedneſs, 


- +--4in whoſe Families, while they were in being, 
none..other- Dezties: were uſually worſhippe 
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but Cres and Bacchus, 
zach ſaith, Ecclus, 40. 9,10. Unleſs a man 


himſelf —_— in the fear 'of the Lord, bis 


houſe ſhall joon be overthrown, © Death and Bloods 
ſhed, Strife and Sword, Calamities, Famine, Tri- 
ulation ard the Scourge ; theſe things are createtl 
for the wicked. : 
-humbly conceive it would well become the 
care, wiſdom, and policy of the Nobility 
and Gentry of this Nation, to prevent this 
growing miſchief, that the wealth:ok, the Na- 
'* tion be not transferred from the andtent No- 
bility and Gentry in Ezgland, tothe Comme- 
nalty, and to Mechanicks and mean Spirited 
men, (who have acquired a great dexterity 
in getting and gathering together Riches, who 
think certainly that God gave them Bodies 
and Immortal Souls for no other end than to 
acquire wealth, magna conats Magnas Nugas a 
gere,) leſt it may not in proceſs of time give 
trouble again to Monarchical Government, (as 
I-doubt it will be found to have done in our 
late times of Confuſion and Rebellion ;) that 
watching. an opportunity, -they make not a 
freſh attempt to overthrow Monarchy once a- 
gain in this Nation, and-reduce us to. a Com- 
monwealth:, fcr then farewel all the ancient 
Nobility and Gentry of. Ezgland. 

+ To prevent which miſchief, is not the leaſt 
end and deſign of theſe Lines, which there- 


fore the Author hopes may procure him a+ | 
| pardon for his faults commitred in this free- |, 
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